FEBRUARY, 2002 
VOLUME 24, NUMBER 2 


e Rod Grizzard 


_ © Recruiting 
es LOOT) Ta 


ates 


™, | 


SS ———— 


Quality components include Citizen® quartz movements. »\ 
Water resistant with two year warranty. Elite watches packaged 


in tin gift box. Team watch packaged in tuck box. 


‘Bama’ and ‘Elephant’ design are 
available with leather strap or bracelet. 
Please specify which design 

when ordering. 


Women’s 


Elite Model - w/oiled leather strap - $79.95 kx X 
NY, '~. Team model - w/velcro 
a sport strap - $39.95 


Elite Model - w/stainless steel bracelet - $89.95 
oul aaa 


za (eae = se] 
(ae) oo 
za Gane 


To order by credit card, call: 


800-713-2261 


To order by mail, send check or money order to: 

Bama Watch, PO Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 L AN A 
Add $6.95 for ground S&H and 6% sales tax for AL residents. 

Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery.Rush delivery normally available. 


“oHere TEU PA AAS OOS ARES ELIS 
Sy.ours favoritexcollege team: 


iret Magazine listed provides player features; opponent previews) 
“exclusive: recruiting: updates plus loads, ofsinside:information from Cetiaaiets 
and ‘reporters with complete access!to, America’s top athletic\programs’ 


ya2Orderyour'subscription: today! 


Special 
Offer!! 


tMention 


thissad. 
and» 
receive 


$5 
Off 


your 


orderly 


COPA 


COLLEGE 
SPORTS 
PUBLISHERS 
ASSOCIATION 


, I) ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 


ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 


| AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 


BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 


) CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 


DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 

FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 
GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana 

IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 
IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 
KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 
KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 


| LSU - Tiger Rag 


» |) LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 
} MARSHALL - Herd Insider 


! MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 


MIAMI - CaneSport 


) MICHIGAN - Wolverine 
) MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 


MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 


4) MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 


NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 


| OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 
) PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 


PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 
TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 
TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 

TEXAS A&M - Ags lilustrated 

TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 
VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 
VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Huddler 
WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 


32 issues, 2 yearbooks 

19 magazines, 2 yearbooks 
10 magazines, 12 newsletters 
12-13 issues 

10 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 

14 issues, 1 yearbook 

25 issues, 1 yearbook 

20 issues 

32 issues, 2 yearbooks 

34 issues 

13 magazines, 17 newsletters 
26 issues, 2 yearbooks 

23 issues, 2 yearbooks 

18 issues 

17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

18 issues, 2 yearbooks 

35 issues 

36 issues, 1 yearbook 

32 issues 

29 issues 

12 issues 

21 issues, first-class mail 
26 issues, 1 yearbook 

18 issues 

32 issues 

10 issues, 2 yearbooks 

17 issues, 1 yearbook 

35 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 

20 issues 

30 issues 

20 roe yey 2 yearbooks 


15 issues, 2 yearbooks 
12 issues 
33 issues 
32 issues 
25 issues 


800-765-8632 
800-757-6277 
800-234-1716 
800-883-7024 
800-792-1009 
800-467-6532 
910-295-5559 
800-642-1183 
800-642-1183 
800-782-3216 
800-725-4321 
706-542-3944 
800-282-4648 
888-474-8669 
800-497-9562 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-641-3302 
888-328-4437 
888-800-8635 
877-800-4373 
800-594-9320 
800-635-2263 
800-421-7751 
800-732-6532 
800-748-8528 
800-467-6532 
800-524-9527 
888-827-4335 
800-421-7751 
800-843-4747 
800-760-2862 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-282-1629 
800-876-4678 
803-256-1789 
800-828-8657 
865-974-1266 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-421-7751 
540-231-4134 
304-291-2242 
800-524-9068 


Special 
Offer!! 


. 


Mention: 


this ad. 
and: 
receive 


$5 
Off 
your. 
order! 


ms i 
5 iy 2, 


Call: Your. "s 3 


PO. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
aa (205) 345-5074 
Ae FAX (205) 345-1260 

E-Mail: BamaMag @ aol.com 
For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Signing Uygares Hourly on Feb. 6 


_ Hotline 


Two Ways to Dial! 


1-900-226-2262 
(1-900-226-BAMA) 
or Toll Free at 1-800-390-5010* 


*Same Great Information. Same Cost. 
With our credit card system you can access the "BAMA 


HOTLINE from hotels, pay phones, work, 


and 900 Line-Blocked numbers. 
VISA and MasterCard accepted. 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE. 


Charge is $1.59 per minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone or rotary telephone 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 
Updates (Selection 5) by 8 p.m. CT daily through February 5, 
HOURLY beginning at 10 a.m. CST Wednesday, February 6. 
Weekly reports by 8 p.m. CST Sundays resume February 10. 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 


Updates (Selection +) weekly by 8 p.m. CT Sundays 
and within an hour of the completion of men’s basketball games 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily updates (Selection 2) by 8 p.m. CT after practices and within an hour of 
the completion of games and Weekly updates (Selection 3) by 8 p.m. CT 
Sundays. Football Updates resume with spring practice on March 8. 


A service of BAMA Magazine 
2116 8th Street Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 (205) 345-5074 


Editorial & Staff 
Directory 


Publisher: Lynne McNair 

Editor: Kirk McNair 

Assistant to the Publisher: Vera Dowdle 
Circulation Director: Mary Ellen Palardy 
Photo Editor: Barry Fikes 

Associate Editor: J.E. Lisby 

Artist: Dan Proctor 


Conwibuting Writers: 

Tom Culpepper, Peter Edmund, 
James Edwards, Donna Fromme, 
John Hayden, Andrew Varble II 


Contributing Photographers; 
Butch Dill, Kaka Gidley, Kent Gidley, 
Spectrum-Southeast, University of Alabama 


Computer Consultant: 
Stuart MeNair, The McNairs@hotmail.com 


Publishing Information 
‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is pub- 
lished monthly for ten months from August 
to May by College Sports Publications, Inc., 
2116 8th Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. 
Editorial office is located at 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401-2134. 
POSTMASTER: Send change of address 
to BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON 
TIDE, PO. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35486-0054. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and at additional mailing office. 
Subscription rate is $35.00 per year. Foreign 
subscriptions $10.00 per additional. Change 
of address: Six weeks advance notice, and 
old address as well as new required. Address 
all correspondence to: Post Office Box 
866104, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486-0054. 
Not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts 
or photographs unless accompanied by re- 
turn postage. Copyright © 2002 College 
Sports Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 

‘BAMA is an independent publication, not 
associated with The University of Alabama, 


CHARTER MEMBER 


CSPA 


College Sports 
Publishers Association 


PO, Box 13515 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(352) 372-1215 FAX (352) 372-2283 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/FEBRUARY 2002 


FEBRUARY, 2002 VOLUME 24, NUMBER 2 


On The Cover: Rod Grizzard has worked hard to 
become a more valuable player for Coach Mark 
Gottfried’s Crimson Tide basketball team this 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE year. Grizzard is still a top scorer, but is shooting 
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less and making a higher percentage. He also 
drives for the basket, which puts him on the free 
throw line more. See Page 11 

Kent Gidley Photo 


Page 24 


Football Update: 
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Alabama football showed improvement in 2001, Dennis Franchione's first as head coach of the 
Crimson Tide. Franchione discovered the task to be more difficult than expected, which is not to say 


too difficult. Here’s an update on the goings-on in Alabama football this winter. by J.E. Lisby 
Rod Grizzard: 
When He’s Hot, He’s Hot; But... ll 


Rod Grizzard has extraordinary basketball talent, but that does not always translate to success for 
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by Kirk McNair 
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SCORECARD 


Tide Baseball Picked Fourth 

Someone out there either likes Alabama, 
or hates the Crimson Tide. How else to ex- 
plain one lone SEC baseball coach picking 
Bama to win this year's league champi- 
onship? To the surprise of no one, LSU is 
the overwhelming pick of the league's 
coaches to win this year’s litle. Since 1996 
the league has had a regular season champi- 
on and SEC Tournament champion. 

The 11th annual poll of league coaches 
had LSU receiving nine of the 12 champi- 
onship votes. Ole Miss received two votes, 
while Alabama received one. 

The Crimson Tide finished 32-23 last year 
and missed the post season for the first time 
under Coach Jim Wells, Alabama last won 
the SEC Championship in 1996, but has 
four SEC Tournament titles (1995-96-97- 
99) in the last seven years. 

In addition to picking a pre-season SEC 
champion, the league's coaches voted an 
order of finish in the Eastern and Western 
Divisions. LSU was the predicted winner in 
the Western Division with a total of 69 
points. Ole Miss was second with 54, while 
Mississippi State, last season's SEC 
Tournament Champion, finished third with 
45, followed by Alabama (37), Auburn (32), 
and Arkansas (15). In the Eastern Division, 
South Carolina was the favorite with 63 
points, Florida came in second with 58 
points, Tennessee was third with 48 points, 
followed by Georgia (36), Vanderbilt (22), 
and Kentucky (20), 

Points were compiled on a 6-5-4-3-2-1 
basis for each division, Coaches were al- 
lowed to vote for their own teams. Each 
coach also voted for one team as an overall 
conference champion, 

The 2002 season gets underway February 
1 with the conference schedule set to begin 
the weekend of March 15. The 2002 SEC 
Tournament will be held May 22-26 at the 
Hoover Metropolitan Stadium in Birming- 
ham 


Baseball Addition 

In our baseball preview last month there 
was mention that Alabama expected to add 
a junior college transfer to the roster this 
spring. That has happened. Michael 
Clements, a junior catcher from Navarro 
College in Texas, joined the Crimson Tide in 
January. 

Clements (6-1, 215) played at Navarro 
College last season for Coach Skip Johnson. 
The left-hand hitting catcher batted 346 
(37-for-107) with five home runs and 32 
runs batted in, He also scored 30 runs and 


6 


added five doubles and two triples. Prior to 
his stint at Navarro, Clements saw limited 
duty as a freshman at Baylor during the 
2000 season. 

He is a 1999 praduate of Grapevine 
(Texas) High School and was a member of 
the winningest senior class in school history 
(109 wins). He is one of live members of 
Mustangs team to currently play Division | 
baseball, joining former teammates Ben King 
(formerly Alabama and now Texas), Ray 
Clark (Texas), Jason Schindler (UNC 
Wilmington) and Jason Noonan (TCU). Asa 
prep senior, he batted 390 with seven home 
runs and 31 RBI 


Figure This Out 

Gymnastics is a different sport. In ball 
games, there are specific scoring goals. In 
track or swimming, the fastest is the winner. 
But in gymnastics, it’s all subjective. As a 
curmudgeonly sportswriter once said, “I'll 
Start covering gymnastics when they start 
awarding extra points for stylish touch- 
downs.” 

Even the rankings in gymnastics are gooly. 

In this year’s pre-season poll, the 2002 
Alabama gymnastics team of Coach Sarah 
Patterson was ranked fourth, No complaint 
there. The poll nearly mirrored last season's 
final team results, with UCLA ranked num- 
ber one in front of Georgia, Michigan, 
Alabama, Utah and Nebraska. UCLA was 
the overwhelming favorite with 29 first- 
place votes, while Michigan received three 
votes, Alabama and Utah both received two, 
and Nebraska got one. Georgia was ranked 
second even though the Dogs failed to re- 
ceive a first-place vote. 

Alabama's opening meet of the year was 
the Super Six Challenge, held in Gainesville, 
Florida. Bama had a terrific meet, finishing 
second to Georgia and ahead of UCLA, The 
Super Six Challenge is the nation’s premier 
regular season meet. In addition to UCLA, 
Bama finished ahead of pre-season number 
seven Florida, number 11 LSU, and number 
12 Penn State. 

Bama'’s reward: When the rankings were 
announced following the Super Six 
Challenge, Alabama had fallen to sixth in 
the nation. That's because early season gym- 
nastics rankings are based on the top team 
score of the season, and Alabama had only 
one score (195.725). Later the rankings will 
be adjusted to take into account home and 
road performances. And there’s likely to be 
one more unusual development. In its first 
dual meet of the year, Alabama defeated 
Georgia, which had moved up to number 


one in the nation, However, in a ragged 
meet, Alabama's score was only 195.675, 
lower than the score that had tumbled the 
Tide to sixth. Ultimately, gymnastics does 
one thing right: there will be a national 
championship playoff. Indeed, the NCAA 
Championship meet will be in Alabamas 
Memorial Coliseum April 18-20. 

Following the release of pre-season rank- 
ings, Patterson noted that the Tide's high 
spot came despite a number of injuries sul- 
fered by Bama. She said, “This just shows we 
have earned a great deal of respect from the 
countrys coaches. This is telling us that oth- 
ers think we will be at the forefront at the 
end ol the season.” 

For the past five years, Alabama has been 
ranked no lower than sixth going into the 
season. 

Of Alabama's nine opponents, seven were 
in the pre-season top-15, Additionally, 
Kentucky was ranked 24th) Auburn was not 
ranked, which surprised Patterson, 
Patterson said it was her intention to have a 
difficult schedule so Bama would be ready 
for championship season. 

In addition to the Super Six Challenge, 
Bama was Lo face Georgia twice more in reg- 
ular season, and UCLA, Florida and LSU 
once more, and take on sixth-ranked (pre- 
season) Nebraska and |4th-rated Denver- 

In individual events, the first rankings 
had the Crimson Tide second on the floor 
exercise, and seventh on both the uneven 
bars and the vault. Four Tide gymnasts were 
ranked in the top 25 individually, Junior All- 
America Kristin Sterner was 13th in the na- 
tion in the all-around and third on the floor 
exercise, senior All-America Andree Pickens 
was third on uneven bars and seventh on 
vault; senior All-America Raegan Tomasek 
was 25th all-around; and freshman Alexis 
Brion was seventh nationally on floor exer- 
cise following her college debut. 


Gymnasts Should Get Better 

Regardless of early season rankings, 
Alabama should improve as the season goes 
along. Ace Andree Pickens is limited in early 
work because of the torn Achilles tendon 
she suffered days before last season's NCAA 
Championships, Additionally, sophomore 
Jeanna Rice was suspended for that opening 
meet for a violation of team rules. Rice was 
All-America in all four events, plus all- 
around, as a freshman. 


Track Ranked Second 
You would think that if a team was picked 
second in the nation in a pre-season poll 
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that the team could be expected to be the 
dominant squad from its conference. Not so 
in men's track and field. When the 
Trackwire.com men’s Top 25 was released, 
the Alabama team of Coach Harvey Glance 
was ranked second in the country. 

That's nota surprise. After all. the 
Crimson Tide returns all three scorers from 
last year’s team that finished fourth at the 
NCAA Indoor National Championships, in- 
cluding David Kimani who wou the national 
titles in the 3000- and 5000-ineter runs 

But look at the rest of the rankings, 
AMabama joins defending indoor national 
champion and top-ranked Tennessee, 
Arkansas and LSU as the top four teams in 
the nation. Other schools from the SEC are 
number six Florida, number 13 South 
Carolina, number 15 Mississippi State and 
Georgia, and number 25 Auburn, Nine of 
the 11 SEC schools with track teams are in 
the pre-season top 25, 


Indiana May Come 

lt will be a while before many in the 
Alabama camp forget the injustice of the 
NCAA Selection Committee in denying 
Bama’s 200) men’s basketball team a spot in 
the NCAA Tournament. Still, the Tide gets 


high marks for going about the business of 


improving its schedule so not to be an easy 
target of that Committee this year. Alabama's 
schedule is dotted with good names. While a 
blowout loss to UCLA didn't help. Bama 
does have wins over Utah, Temple and Notre 
Dame. 

Unlortunately, the Utah game was in 
Tuscaloosa and will be returned to Salt Lake 
City next season. The games against UCLA, 
Temple and Notre Dame were special events, 
and won't be returned to Tuscaloosa, 

But Head Coach Mark Goutried is already 
at work on an improved Alabama home 
schedule next season. He said, “We've also 
had discussions with Indiana, Cincinnati, 
Memphis, and Xavier of Ohio. Those are 
possible teams where those games could be 
televised on a national TV basis. Our goal is 
to secure good teams, and at the same time 
have television get involved where our team 
can get the exposure that we need. 

“Mike Davis (former Tide player and assis- 
tant coach who is now head coach at 
Indiana) has agreed to play in Tuscaloosa on 
December 7, and we are awaiting confirma- 
tion of this game. It will be televised on 
ESPN, and | think it will be great having a 
former Alabama basketball player bring the 
Indiana Hoosiers to Coleman Coliseum.” 


Moody Nears Record 

Alabama Women’s Basketball Coach Rick 
Moody is moving on up, When his Crimson 
Tide team defeated Arkansas in Fayetteville, 
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it was Moody's Lo4th head coaching victory 
at Alabama. That tied him with Hank Crisp, 
who coached the Alabama men’s team in the 
first half of the 20th century, for second 
place on the career list of Alabama basket- 
ball coaches, men or women. And Moody, 
now in his 13th season as head coach of the 
lide. is closing fast on the all-time record of 
267 wins, held by Wimp Sanderson, coach 
of the Tide men from 1981 through 1992. 


Leader Of The A-Team 

Junior men’s basketball guard Terrance 
Meade has been a starring on the court as a 
starter for the Tide since his freshman sea- 
son, And he's also starring in the classroom. 
His grade report from this past semester was 
a student's dream report card, Meade mace a 
3.92 (on a 4.0 scale). Holding him back 
from the perfect 4.0 was an “A minus” he 
made ina class, 

The Scottsboro native, when he’s not prac- 
ticing or studying, also bides his time as a 
member of Alabama's student athlete adviso- 
ry board. His work in the community has 
netted him a spot on the 2002 SEC Good 
Works Team. He's a business major. 


Shelton Due Back 

Alabama freshman guard Earnest Shelton 
is expected back on the court soon after 
under going knee surgery. Shelton had 
surgery on January 3 lo repair articular carti- 
lage in his right knee. The surgery was per- 
formed in Birmingham by Dr. James 
Andrews, and Shelton was expected back in 
“three to six weeks.” Alabama's medical stalf 
has been pleased with his progress during 
rehabilitation. 

Shelton, a Memphis native, injured the 
knee during a collision with one of his team- 
mates during practice. In layman's terms, his 
kneecap got hit and chipped the covering of 
the bone, the articular cartilage, in the knee. 

Shelton played in Alabama's first 12 games 
before suffering the injury in late December. 
He had averaged 15 minutes per game and 
scored at a 5.6 per game clip, He scored 15 
points in Alabama's season opener, his colle- 
giate debut, against Mississippi Valley State 
and a season high 17 points against 
Jacksonville State on December 14. 


New Kids In Town 

The Alabama Swimming and Diving team 
added a pair of athletes to its roster for the 
spring semester. Bira Barbosa, a native of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, joined Pat Greenwell’s diving 
squad. An eight-time Brazilian national 
champion, Barbosa has also competed in the 
World Championships, the South American 
Championships and the CanAm Mex Junior 
Championships, Sprinter Spiros Bitsakis, a 
native of Athens, Greece, competed at the 
2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia, He 


holds the Greek national high school record 
in the 100 freestyle. The 6-4 Bitsakis also 
played basketball during his high school ca- 
reer, 


Fast Kids In Town 

Sophomore Anne Poleska is the fastest 
200-meter breastsuroker in the nation right 
now and ranks second behind Stanford's 
Tara Kirk in the 100, Freshman Stefan 
Gherghel, once the nation’s top butterflyer, 
currently ranks second behind conlerence 
rival Zsolt Gaspar of South Carolina. 
Gherghel already holds the school record in 
the 100 butterfly and ranks second to 1984 
Olympic Gold Medalist Jon Sieben in the 
200 butterfly. Sophomore Jordie Proffitt, 
who broke the school 100 backstroke record 
last season, has already added the 200 back- 
stroke record this season. Proffitt and fresh- 
man Franck Southon both went under the 
previous mark, held by Olympian Peter 
Berndt, at the Georgia Invitational in 
December, 

Poleska also won two gold medals at the 
2001 European Championships in Antwerp, 
Belgium, She has twice broken the German 
and European records in the 200-meter 
breaststroke this season, 

“We're excited for her and we're excited 
about what it says for our program,” 
Alabama head coach Don Wagner said. “Her 
success obviously reflects well on the pro- 
gram and the direction we are headed,” 


Tide Needed A Web-Foot 

Even though nothing about it counted. 
Alabama and Georgia had an interesting 
swimming meet on January 4+. The meet, 
scheduled for the Don Gambril Olympic 
Pool at Alabama, was cancelled because in- 
clement weather prevented Georgia from 
getting to Tuscaloosa. Instead of abandoning 
the meet altogether, the teams agreed to race 
in their home pools and compare times via 
the internet. 

The times were tallied and scores were 
kept, with Georgia coming out on top in 
both the men and women’s competition, but 
the meet isn't official and doesn't count to- 
ward either teams win/loss record, However, 
Alabama should get a gold medal for hon- 
esty. In both men’s and women’s competi- 
tion, the Tide disqualified relay teams for 
swimmers leaving the blocks early. 


Fund-Raiser 

The University of Alabama men’s golf team 
will host a College/Am fund-raiser in con- 
junction with its March 15-17 Conrad 
Rehling Invitational at the Capstone Club. 
Each three person team will play with the 
future stars of tomorrow, Alabama's golfers. 
For more information or to sign up, call 
Coach Dick Spybey at (205) 348-0383. 


Football Update: 


Franchione Goal Is A Top Program 


by J.E. Lisby 


Improvement in 2001 was 
by-product of overall plan 
to rebuild Alabama football 


nly time will tell whether or not 
2001 was a turnaround year. 
Achieving four more victories than 


had been accomplished in 2000 and earning 
a bowl bid (then, getting a bowl victory), is 
the obvious achievement of Dennis Fran- 
chione’s first season as head football coach 
at Alabama. 

“1 don't know if you ever know how much 
you have to do when you take a job—which 
may be a good thing,” Franchione said with 
a laugh. “I knew there had to be some prob- 
lems. If you looked at the last four years, 
Alabama's record was only 24-23, so there 
had to be some instability and some other 
things had to be problems in the program.” 

With the pleasant exception of the 1999 
Southeastern Conference championship sea- 
son, the trend of the Tide program over the 
last four years had been steadily down. So 
looking back on 2001 and the clear progress 
achieved during the initial year of Fran- 
chione’s tenure, it’s not surprising that 
Bama’s new coach would pronounce himself 
“satisfied.” 

Its not that he’s happy with a 6-5 regular 
season finish and a too-close win in a minor 
bowl. But Franchione knew going in that 
Alabama’s trouble went deeper than num- 
bers. Losing games was just a symptom. He 
said, “Sometimes when you have to deal 
with so much putting the foundation of a 
program back in place, unfortunately it 
might cost you a little bit in terms of wins.” 

From the beginning, Franchione set out 
to repair and rebuild what he calls the “sub- 
stance issues”: hard work, trust and ac- 
countability. Football and preparing for 
games during the season were important, 
but he knew his staff's chief mission was to 
build a team. From that perspective he can- 
didly acknowledged that “maybe we could 
have found a way to win another game or 
two. But I don’t know if we would have put 


ourselves in a position to build the founda- Dennis Franchione had a successful first season as Alabama's head football coach, but he considers the 
tion. We might have had a little bit better job as haying just begun. He’s taking steps to continue the progress and The University is taking steps 
first year, but I don’t know if we would have to assure he continues as head coach of the Crimson Tide. Barry Fikes Photo 
had a better program.” 

“Even during the season when we were portant not to let the short-term record culties. “I didn’t take this job with my eyes 
only 3-5, I felt like we were getting better,” cloud our vision.” closed,” was a favorite early line. But as 
Franchione said. “At that point it was im- Franchione was not surprised to find diffi- Franchione now admits, the troubling issues 


8 *BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/FEBRUARY 2002 


he faced in returning the Crimson Tide back 
to its rightful place were deeper than imag- 
ined. Having assembled his own stalf after 
he was hired, Franchione had a trusted and 
veteran group of assistants to tackle the job. 
But on more than one occasion he was 
grateful to have Mal Moore in the athletics 
director's chair. Franchione said, “I've never 
been afraid to take over problems... provided 
| had help.” 


ith his first season finished, 

Franchione once again turns his 

attention to rebuilding Alabama 
for the long-term. And Athletics Director 
Moore is working to provide one of the most 
important goals, that of returning the Tide 
to the top in terms of facilities, More details 
will be released soon, but a $40 million cap- 
ital improvement campaign is currently un- 
derway, including plans for a new weight- 
lilting facility, team locker room, a players’ 
lounge, meeting rooms; and completely re- 
furbished training facility and equipment 
areas. Renovation of Bryant Hall into a state- 
of-the-art. academic support center is a pillar 
of the plan, Additionally, the Crisp Indoor 
Facility is in need of a new playing surface, 
and there is also talk of extending the floor 
space into the area now used by tennis. 

The campaign will involve other areas of 
the athletics department besides football. 
Every Tide sport will benefit by improving 
Bama’s strength and conditioning facilities 
along with the training and injury rehabili- 
tation areas. And all Crimson Tide athletes 
will utilize the academic support center. 
Franchione admits to a bias for those im- 
provements directly affecting football, He 
said, “The academic center, the weight room 
and the locker room and the indoor facility 
are on the front burner for me,” he said. 
“We'd like to refurbish our building here 
and modernize it a little bit. The Football 
Complex would benefit from an updated 
touch.” 

Moore has taken care of another important 
duty regarding the football program, that of 
taking steps to retain Franchione. After 
Alabama's fast finish, and particularly after 
the extraordinary 31-7 romp over Auburn in 
Auburn, it seemed that Franchione more 
than ever was a hot name to be thrown out 
for the prestige college coaching vacancies. 

Franchione came to Alabama with a 
seven-year contract paying $1.1 million per 
year. At the end of his first season, 
Franchione and Moore agreed to extend that 
contract by a year, so Franchione still has a 
seven-year contract. While Franchione did 
not receive a pay raise (his original contract 
precluded a raise until after the second 
year), Moore certainly knows that Alabama 
will have to be very aggressive in that area as 
football suitors can be expected to pursue 
the Tide's coach. 
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hough Franchione will follow the 

building campaign with interest, 

Coach Moore (and Crimson Tide con- 
tributors) will take care of the capital im- 
provements. For Franchione, the work of 
improving his football team continues. For 
the athletes, the start of spring semester 
means the focus turns to the weight room, 
and Strength and Conditioning Coach Ben 
Pollard was ready the first day of classes. 
“Theres no day off for me or the players,” he 
said. “That's not how Coach Fran works.” 

Pollard has received a large share of credit 
for Bama’s improved performance in 2001, 
But he and Franchione know that the squad 
still has long months of work ahead before 
Alabama is where it needs to be. “We know 
what's ahead of us,” Pollard said. “We saw 
the SEC in their bowl games. We get to play 
LSU and Tennessee, and, hopefully, Florida 
next year. [ think it should be a challenge to 
the athletes to get back to that level, a New 
Years Day (or later) bowl. But its going to 
take work.” 

Last winter the players responded to 
Franchione'’s challenge, throwing themselves 
into the off-season weight-lifting program, 
The result: to a man the Tide squad in- 
creased its strength levels significantly. But 
Pollard isn’t satisfied. “Ivll be a higher ex- 
pectation,” he said. “Not so much in terms 


of numbers, but a higher expectation in 
terms of commitment. I just expect these 
guys to be better than they were a year ago. 
More focused. There's no doubt that if we 
want to get to where we want to be, it takes 
work right now.” 

In taking over a squad inadequate in terms 
of raw power, Pollard targeted most of his 
efforts last year on strength, This winter the 
players hit the ground running. Literally. 
“We'll be conditioning more than we did last 
spring,” Pollard said, “Before we were really 
focusing on strength levels. ['m not saying 
we won't be getting stronger. We're still 
going to be working at our strength levels. 
But we'll do a little more conditioning than a 
year ago at this time.” 


espite having barely eight months to 
work with the players, last August 
Pollard handed over a better-condi- 
tioned squad than had reported for fall drills 
in previous seasons. And the value of that 
preparation was shown during the year. 
Tyler Watts missed his last three games 
with a groin pull, and Antwan Odom 
(shoulder) and Jason Rawls (knee) took 
medical redshirts due to injury, But other- 
wise, 2001 was a good year for the Tide from 
a health standpoint. Rodney Brown, 
Alabama's head football trainer, said, “Part of 
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avoiding major injuries is just luck, But 
being able to play with the bumps and 
bruises during the year was partly due to 
the conditioning program. The players had 
a real good off-season. All of them were here 
during the summer, so going in they were in 
good shape, And our in-season lifting pro- 
gram was very good. 

“That's a compliment to Ben Pollard and 
to Coach Fran for emphasizing and de- 
manding it,” Brown said. “The athletes 
came in and got their lifts. They had to 
work hard in practice, and | mean really 
work hard. That got them stronger and in 
better condition. That helps prevent in- 
juries.” 

A couple of players waited until after the 
season to have medical procedures done, 
and several athletes are continuing to reha- 
bilitate from previous problems. Odom’'s 
surgery was done early in the season, so the 
defensive end should be 100 per cent by the 
start of spring drills. The procedure to re- 
pair the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) 
tear to Rawls’ knee lor a third time went 
well, The sophomore linebacker won't be 
full speed lor spring, but Rawls plans to re- 
turn for fall, Watts’ pulled muscle was seri- 
ous, but he expects to be fully healed soon. 

Cornerback Hirchel Bolden’s separated 
shoulder may or may not require surgery, 
and if it does he would probably sit out 
spring practice. Following the bowl game, 
reserve tight end David Cavan also had ACL 
surgery, which will keep him out of live 
work until fall. Defensive end Mark 
Anderson had some cartilage repaired, but 
the redshirt freshman is expected to recover 
quickly, One of Bama's returning seniors, 
Kindal Moorehead, recently had arthroscop- 
ic surgery on both shoulders to remove 
some scar tissue. But the star lineman is ex- 
pected to return better than before. All of 
the athletes limited by injury at one time or 
another during the season; including Carlos 
Andrews (leg), Donnie Lowe (concussion), 
Sam Collins (shoulder), Dre Fulgham 
(shoulder), Marquez Dupree (knee), Marico 
Portis (shoulder) and Theo Sanders (ankle); 
should be fully recovered by spring drills. 


mportant dates for spring football have 

already been set. Practice will begin on 

March 8, with the A-Day Game at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium April 13. Pollard’s 
chance to showease his athletes’ hard work 
at the Night of Champions is April 30 at 
Coleman Coliseum. And between now and 
the beginning of spring drills, four days a 
week, players will be following a strict regi- 
men of weight lifting. 

With the 2001 season finished and 2002 
spring practice yet to begin. speculation 
over potential position changes is in- 
evitable. When not occupied by recruiting, 
Tide coaches have been watching film and 
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November 9 Mississippi State 
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evaluating the team. Tide Delensive 
Coordinator Carl Torbush said, “Coach 
Franchione would announce any position 
changes, but we'll be looking at some guys 
in different spots just to get a feel for what 
they can do and see where a player might be 
able to help.” 

Some immediate help may come from 
signees, but coaches will proceed as if new- 
comers, even junior college translers, are 
not significant. Cornerback will get a look. 
Torbush said that during spring practice the 
defensive staff will be watching all the de- 
fensive backs, looking to identify the best 
coverage men. “We won't necessarily work 
every (player) at corner,” Torbush said. “But 
we'll be looking at their one-on-one cover- 
age.” With the college game a more pass- 
oriented attack, Torbush expects to place 
his best and second-best cover men at the 
two cornerback positions. Bama’s next-best 
cover player will likely end up as the nickel 
back. And, ideally, the Tide safeties would 
be next best at covering receivers, while also 
strong enough Lo provide run support. 

Besides shoring up the secondary, other 
goals for the current Tide squad would be 
developing depth and a tentative playing ro- 
tation at linebacker, identifying some play- 
makers at wide receiver and finding a place- 
kicker with a strong leg (and ice water in 
his veins) to replace the graduated Neal 
Thomas. 

Alabama also may look at a different de- 
fensive scheme or two this spring. Thats in 
part because an already relatively thin 
linebacker corps got a bit leaner with the 
announcement that Saleem Rasheed would 
pass up his senior season to play profession- 
al football. 

In making his announcement, Rasheed 
had praise for The University, his team- 
mates, and his coaches. He said that he be- 
lieves Bama is on the right track back to 
championship status. He talked about the 
importance of his family and of his dedica- 
tion lo earning a college degree. Rasheed. 
who would have been a senior middle 
linebacker and returning captain, called the 
decision, “the hardest and toughest” he has 
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Date Opponent 
August 31 Middle Tennessee State 
September 7 Oklahoma 


Site Series Record 
Birmingham First Meeting 
Norman Alabama leads, 1-0-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 30-6-2 
Fayetteville Alabama leads, 8-4-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 35-22-4 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 39-8-2 
Knoxville Alabama leads, 42-35-7 
Nashville Alabama leads, 37-19-4 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 68-15-3 
Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 42-18-53 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-27-1| 


ever had 10 make “as a person and a footba 
player.” 

He said he also relied on information from 
the NFL Advisory Service, and said he had 
been told he is projected as a second round 
draft choice. 

Rasheed said he knew that Alabama fans 
would be sad at his leaving, that some 
would probably be mad. “ln not asking for 
forgiveness,” he said. “All I'm asking for is 
understanding, My coaches told me to make 
a decision | would be comfortable with, and 
lam at peace with my decision.” 

Also leaving the squad was walk-on guard 
Keith Stephens, who transferred to Bama 
from Georgia, and who never saw action for 
the Crimson Tide 

Not that he likely caves. but Rasheed’s de- 
cision means he won't play in any post-sea- 
son college all-star games, However, total of 
six Alabama football seniors were selected 
lo participate in post-season all-star games. 

Senior tight end Terry Jones, Jr, flanker 
Jason McAddley, flanker Freddie Milons, cle- 
lensive end Aries Monroe, placekicker Neal 
Thomas and quarterback Andrew Zow were 
(o participate in three all-star games. 
Milons, Jones and McAddley (who was 
added at the request ol pro scouts) were to 
play in the Senior Bowl on January 26, 
Monroe, Thomas and Zow were to partici- 
pate in the January 26 Gridiron Classie in 
Orlando, Florida; ancl MeAddley will play in 
Hawatis Hula Bowl on Feb, 2. 

Zow owns five Alabama passing records 
and Milons is the Tide’s career leader in pass 
receptions. 

On another front, post-season accolades 
continue for Alabama redshirt freshman of- 
fensive guard Justin Smiley. After earning 
third-team All-America honors and 
Freshman All-SEC accolades, he was recent- 
ly named to the Football Writers (FWAA) 
Freshman All-America team and was also 
named to The Sporting News Freshman All- 
SEC squad. 

Smiley, a 6-3, 292-pounder from Ellabell, 
Georgia, was a starter in every game last 
season, He led the Tide offensive linemen 
in knock-down blocks with 133. 
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Rod Grizzard: 


When He’s Hot, He’s Hot; But... 


by Kirk McNair 


Junior wing player has 
extraordinary skills but 
lacks consistency 


basketball team to be the fan-favorite. No 
one would suggest that is the case with the 
Alabama men’s basketball team. Rod Grizzard 
is the leading scorer, and he certainly has a 
large share of supporters. But Grizzard, fairly 
or not, can also count a number of detractors 
among Crimson Tide followers. 
One of his fans is Alabama Head Coach Mark 
Gottfried. 
“Some people are taking shots at Rod, but he’s 
a better basketball player now than he was a year 
ago,” Gottfried said. “One reason is he is more 
aggressive on offense. That puts him on the free 
throw line, where he is very good. His defense 
and rebounding are both improving, although 
the intensity is not always there.” 


Ii is not unusual for the leading scorer on a 


Gottfried is particularly pleased with 
Grizzard’s maturity as a shooter. The coach 
said, “His points per game are down, but his 
shooting percentage is up which is something 
we've concentrated on for two years with him. 
He's now shooting about 47 per cent from the 
field and it was around 38 or 39 for his career. 
And that’s good. | think he's taking better shots. 
His rebounds per game are up. He just needs to 
stay focused for a 40-minute game the whole 
time, and I think as he does that, he’s going to 
be fine. He's doing a lot of things well. We all 
just expect so much from him-and I do-that 
sometimes it gets frustrating for him, but he's 
doing a lot to help us win.” 

Gottfried also knows that Grizzard’s on-court 
demeanor leads to some unpopularity. Grizzard 
appears aloof at times, particularly after mak- 
ing a careless mistake. “I think his body lan- 
guage hurts him,” Gottfried said. “He's a great 
person. I’m told that some people perceive him 
as being different than he is, perhaps because of 
his body language. He needs to get better in 
that area.” 

That doesn't mean the coach doesn't get frus- 
trated with Grizzard. In an important game 
against Notre Dame this season, Grizzard 
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found himself on the bench. Late in the game 
he went back in and scored nine points in the 
closing minutes of a big victory. 

Gottfried said, “Rod couldn't play for every- 
one. He’ got to be able to take his shots. We 
rely on hima lot. We've got to trust each other., 
and | feel we're really close. He knows what | 
expect. We talk very candidly. He knows when 
I'm frustrated at him, and it's not personal. He 
knows I want him to be the best player he can 
be. Some guys need more room. But there are 
still boundaries.” 

Grizzard doesn't apologize for what people 
who don't know him think he is like. He is very 
popular with his teammates, the men who 
know him best. And even his detractors know 
that Grizzard has had a positive impact on 
Alabama success. Southeastern Conference 
basketball coaches named his first team All- 
SEC last year and he is a pre-season choice to 
repeat. He was second in the SEC in scoring 
last year, averaging 17 points per game. 

And Grizzard has a good attitude about his 
team and his need to improve. 

“I need to improve mentally and physically,” 
he said. “I need to be able to go the full 40 
minutes with my head in the game. | need to 
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play better without the basketball, getting 
open. And I need to do a better job mentally 
to play defense.” Rod notes, “Most basketball 
players like offense more than defense.” And 
he adds an admission: “Especially me.” 

He sees good things for this Alabama bas- 
ketball team. “Our team has changed a lot,” 
he said. “We have a very good point guard in 
Mo Williams. We have a lot of scorers. And 
we have guys who are a year older. We had a 
lot of us starting as freshmen and now we're 
juniors, which is a big difference. 

“If we stay healthy and play like we should, 
I think we should go a long way in the tour- 
nament.” 

By tournament he means the NCAA 
Tournament, the one Alabama was left out of 
last year even though the Tide was ranked in 
the nation’s top 25 for most of the season and 
had a 21-10 record (en route to 25-11) when 
NCAA bids were given. 

Grizzard doesn’t like to think about last year 
when Bama was shuffled off to the NIT. “Its 
not where you want to be, but any post-sea- 
son play helps, so maybe it will help us this 
year to have played in it last year.” 


ormer Alabama Basketball Coach Wimp 

Sanderson said he instructed his young 

guard, James Robinson, to take only 
good shots. Sanderson added, “James said that 
he thinks every shot is a good shot.” 

Shot selection has been the primary issue of 
concern for Gottfried and for Grizzard this 
year. 

“Coach spent most of my first year working 
to get the ‘playground’ out of my game,” 
Grizzard said. “I had a lot of bad habits. 
Things were better my second year, and now 
they are better still. My percentages are going 
up on my shooting. That's partly because I'm 
shooting better, but mostly because my shot 
selection is better.” 

He said, “On every team I've ever been on 
I've been expected to be the main scorer, and I 
think that has probably contributed to my 
problems with shot selection. My goal is still 
to score a lot of points, but not use as many 
shots to get them.” 

Ironically, there are times when it appears 
Grizzard is passing up shots, which is as frus- 
trating for Bama fans as when he takes poor 
shots. “One reason | haven't shot as much is 
we've got a lot of guys who can put it in. Even 
the freshmen, Mo and Earnest (Shelton) be- 
fore he was hurt, can score, so I don’t have to 
take as many shots. Sometimes Coach 
Gottfried wants me to take more shots. I want 
to do what benefits the team. Coach doesn’t 
tell me to shoot. He tells me to ‘Play the game.’ 
He knows if 1 do that the shots will come.” 

His freshman year he took 352 shots and 
192 of them—55 per cent—were three-point at- 
tempts. Last year he took 495 shots and 214 
of them (43 per cent) were from three-point 
range. “I’m trying to get into the paint more,” 
Grizzard said. “I may not have as many field 
goals, but it gives me a chance to shoot free 
throws, and that’s okay because I’m a good 
free throw shooter.” That’ fact. He's a career 
80 per cent shooter, one of the best in 
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Junior guard/forward Rod Grizzard ranks among Alabama leaders in many categories, including shots 


taken. But Grizzard has worked hard to improve his shot selection. 


Alabama history. Indeed, Grizzard ranks 
among the top in all Alabama shooting cate- 
gories. 

Tom Tarleton, a long-time successful high 
school basketball coach, remarked that 
Grizzard ranks among the best free throw 
shooters he has ever seen. “He's relaxed, he 
shoots every one the same way,” Tarleton 
said. “I’m convinced the great free throw 


Kent Gidley Photo 


shooters don’t think they are very important 
since they count only one point, and so they 
don’t have a mental problem with them.” 


rizzard, a left-hander, is a lanky 6-8 
with a seven-foot “wingspan.” He was 
a skinny 174 when he reported to 
Alabama in 1999. Now he’s up to 205 “on a 
good day,” he said. “Sometimes after practice I 
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drop below 200.” And he said he is much 
stronger now. 

He is also one of the “old men” of this still 
relatively young basketball team. 

“Its hard to believe I'm halfway through my 
third year here,” he said. “The years go by 
fast. It seems like only yesterday | was a fresh- 
man and now I’m almost a senior.” 

“I feel like the guys on the team look to me 
for leadership,” he said. “Erwin (Dudley) and 
I started as freshmen. We knew going into 
this year that the juniors were going to have 
to be the leaders. The only senior we have is 
Solomon Davis, so Solomon and the juniors 
are the leaders.” (Davis is a senior forward, 
but wasn’t on the team last year. A former 
walk-on, he was brought back this year to 
give the Tide depth, primarily for practice 
purposes.) 

Grizzard is not considered a good defensive 
player. “I've done a whole lot better since my 
freshman year,” he said. “Back then it was the 
‘Ole Defense’ (like a bullfighter waving as the 
bull runs by). I'm a lot better now. It takes a 
lot of mental preparation to play defense.” He 
said new Tide Assistant Coach T.R. Dunn has 
been a help. “That's his main thing,” Grizzard 
said of Dunn, who was considered the top de- 
fensive player in the NBA for many years. 
“Anytime he talks defense, we're all ears.” 

Gottfried said, “Rod has all the physical 
ability to be a good defensive player. Mentally, 
he fluctuates. He's long and he’s quick and he 
could be a tremendous defensive player.” 

Grizzard went to Huffman High School in 
Birmingham for his first two years of high 
school, but was unable to play basketball be- 
cause of poor grades. His family made the de- 
cision to put him in private school, Central 
Park Christian. “It was a good move,” 
Grizzard said. “I got my grades up and I got to 
play basketball.” 

And played very well. Although he played 
in a small, private school program, Central 
Park Christian was the very best, including 
winning the 1999 national championship 
among members of the Association of 
Christian Schools. He earned All-America 
recognition as he averaged over 25 points per 
game. 

Grizzard was not a problem child. “We had 
a lot of discipline in my home,” he said. “1 
didn’t get into trouble because my Dad was al- 
ways bigger.” Father Troy is 6-4. “He seemed 
big then,” Grizzard said. “He'd be a point 
guard now.” 


he will forego his final year of eligibility 
and enter the NBA draft after this sea- 
son. That decision has not been made. 

“T've talked to Coach Dunn about the transi- 
tion from college to pro, the family adjust- 
ments and so forth,” Grizzard said. “And 1 
talk to Gerald (Wallace, who spent one year 
with Bama before entering the NBA draft and 
going to the Sacramento Kings alter last sea- 
son) once a week and he’s detailed what it's 
like, what he goes through in a day. It's a job. 

“I want to play pro ball, but I’m comfortable 
here. I want to make an impact here before I 


EF: those who disparage Grizzard think 
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go. I don't want to just go collect a check. I've 
been playing since I was seven and I love to 
play the game. 

“I don't really think about the next step.” 

Gottfried agrees. “I don’t think he thinks 
much about it right now,” Gottfried said. 
“We'll make sure he gets good counsel, and | 
know he'll have the information he needs to 
make a good decision.” 

He said he might like to coach when his 
playing career is over, but adds, “Watching 
Coach Gottfried, it looks like a nerve-racking 
job. I might want to go into business.” 


It may not have occurred to Rod that one 
reason the job Gottfried has appears nerve- 
racking is Rod. 

And Gottfried wouldn't say that. “He has 
matured a lot and his game is improving,” 
Gottfried said. “He's cutting down on the 
mental mistakes that lead to turnovers. He's 
worked hard to improve his game and he is 
getting better. He wants to improve.” 

Gottfried said, “We've won a lot of games 
here, especially these last two years, and we 
don’t win them without him. I’m glad I’m the 
guy who gets to coach him and teach him.” 
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Playing Hurt: 


— —— | 


Despite Pain, The Players Play 


by J.E. Lisby 


Football injuries do not 
always mean missing play 


ootball injuries become news when 

high-profile players are forced to the 

sidelines on game day. Losing a key 
player for a game or longer forces line-up 
changes, and, more importantly, can affect 
the outcome of a game. 

Less well-known-and under the rules es- 
tablished by Head Football Coach Dennis 
Franchione, certainly less well-reported at 
Alabama-are the walking wounded, players 
injured and hurting, but still willing to do 
what it takes to compete on Saturdays. “Pain 
is the game,” said Tide defensive back 
Hirchel Bolden. “Everybody has bumps and 
bruises and stuff; that just happens during 
the year, If you can't deal with pain, then you 
can’t play.” 

Bolden should know. As much as any other 
Alabama [football player, the junior corner- 
back played through significant pain this 
past season. Except for his coaches and 
teammates and the Alabama medical staff, 
few knew Bolden played all season with a 
separated shoulder. But that doesn't mean it 
didn't hurt. “Hirchel had what we call a sub- 
luxing shoulder,” said Rodney Brown, 
Alabama's head trainer for football. “His left 
shoulder would slide out and slide back in. 
He wore a brace the whole season, but you 
cant help but favor the shoulder, He'd make 
a move and it would be painful. But he was 
motivated to play.” 

Bolden said, “My lelt shoulder would sub- 
lux, which is a partial separation, during 
games. It meant | could only reach back so 
far, so really | was playing with only one and 
a half arms, | couldn't reach back for passes, 
I couldn't strip the ball. | was very limited in 
what | did. My perception of pain is really 
not that high. I've got to be really hurting for 
me to not play; it wasn’t anything | couldn't 
handle.” 

The concept of playing with pain is hardly 
new to the game of football. lt may be, 
though, that Alabama followers were less ap- 
preciative of the injury situation this year, 
Franchione’s policy is to not provide injury 
information, information he believes could 
be helpful to the opponents. 

For instance Sam Collins injured his rota- 
tor culf (shoulder) against Mississippi State, 
but the junior wideout played the rest of the 
season, “You've got a commilment to your 
teammates to go out there and perform,” he 
said. “You've just got to play through some 
pain. Take a couple of Advil or whatever it 
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takes to push through it." 

“Sams shoulder hurt badly, but 1 think he 
maybe missed one practice,” Brown said, “It 
nagged him through the season and to the 
bowl, but he was able to continue, simply 
because he is a tough kid, And Dre 
(Fulgham, sophomore receiver) had a right 
shoulder strain, very similar to what Sam 
had. In fact, the two were injured al about 
the same time. With rehab (rehabilitation) 
Dre played, but he was in pain when he was 
out there.” 

I's an oversimplification, but football is a 
tough game, and those who play it are tough, 
“You've got to play hurt; that’s just part of the 
game,” Fulgham said. “I's a contact sport, 
You've got players that hit hard and tackle 
hard all the way to the ground. You're going 
to be sore and hurting alter the game any- 
way, so go play the game. It doesn't really 
hurt during the game. While your adrenaline 
is flowing, you don’t feel it that much. But 
after the game? Oh, you [eel it!” 


n the bad old days of spor, the name of 

the game was to keep the athlete on the 

field. That could prove a detriment to the 
player, aggravating an injury even to the 
point of ending a career. Now there are sale- 
guards to prevent that. Brown said, “We use 
past experience and multiple established 
guidelines for return to play. Those are pub- 
lished by recognized authorities in sports 
medicine, Deciding when an injured athlete 
can play is a team decision, including input 
from mysell and the coaches. But ultimately 
it always rests with the team physician. A lot 
of people have input, but when it comes 
down to who plays and who doesn't, its al- 
ways the team physician's call." 

During his football career at Alabama and 
Samford, Strength and Conditioning Coach 
Steve Martin endured five different knee 
surgeries (not counting one in high school 
and one post-college), So he's dealt with in- 
juries and the question of whether an athlete 
can play with pain from both sides. “It re- 
quires a level of trust to develop between the 
player and the trainer,” Martin said. “And 
alter a while as an athlete you just know." 

“Sometimes the coaches will push, but 
they know when to stop you,” said Terry 
Jones, Jr., senior tight end who has gone 
through two knee surgeries of his own, “And 
the trainers know when to stop you.” 

Communicating with each other on a daily 
basis, the coaches and medical staff work to 
keep the athletes safe. “If you're hurt, the 
coaches will take it easy on you during prac- 
lice to help you get ready for the game,” 
Collins said. “Coach Pope (Wide Receivers 
Coach Kenith Pope) took care of me. He told 
me ‘If it's hurting, just don’t do it, “ 


n the most publicized injury of the year, a 
torn groin muscle that actually separated 
from the bone eventually ended sopho- 


more quarterback Tyler Watts’ season prema- 
turely, That injury took on particular signifi- 
eance when Auburn Coach Tommy 
Tuberville admitted alter Alabama’s 31-7 
romp over Auburn in Auburn that the 
Tigers had prepared for Wats, who has his 
greatest success in an option olfense, rather 
than lor back-up Andrew Zow, who led Bama 
to its win over Auburn. Franchione had indi- 
cued he expected Watts to play, even though 

eryone in the Alabama camp knew it 
W would be impossible. 

Earlier in the year Watts had competed 
with bruised ribs and an painfully bruised 
sternum, Watts laughs at the memory now. 
Bul against Tennessee, the fiery junior re- 
fused to leave the game, even shooing away 
medical attention on the sideline. “lt was 
tough,” Watts said. “I did let the doctors 
look at me, but they were trying to move me 
around in a couple of ways that my body 
couldn't do; not without excruciating pain.” 

“It hurts; believe me, it hurts,” Watts said. 

"But it really is amazing. Once you get into 
the flow of the game and you really start get- 
ting your adrenaline going, you tend to for- 
get about it, You don’t feel the pain or the 
soreness until the next day. But you have to 
play.” 

Saying “you have to play” reveals only part 
of a player's motivation Aside from a strong 
commitment to teammates and a genuine 
love of the game, athletes also understand 
that their football days are fleeting. Watts 
said, “You have to cherish your chances and 
make the most of them, There are going to 
be a lot of times when you have to play with 
pain, but you only get LL or so opportunities 
a year to play. That's out of 305, 

“There's a competitive nature that L think 
most athletes share, You don't want to come 
out of the game. You have worked too hard. 
You've sacrificed too much to not be in there 
reaping the rewards of being able to play, | 
know that's definitely my view, I've been 
through way too much at Alabama not to 
make the most of it.” 

Collins agreed. “Is a short season,” he 
said. “Actually, in the game everything is 
going by so fast that you don't feel the pain. 
Once the play is over, that’s when you realize 
‘Man! That hurt. But when you're out there, 
you're a competitor, You just put everything 
aside you can and help your team win,” 

Coach Martin points out that pain alone is 
not an athlete's chief concern. Fear of further 
injury ts the greater inhibitor, “The level of 
pain is not what counts,” he said. “You can 
handle pain, so long as you know you're not 
going to make the injury worse. But the 
minute you start thinking that playing will 
make it worse, then it starts hurting a whole 
lot more. If an athlete wants to go, he can go. 
But if you're afraid you're going to hurt your- 
self more, then it's harder.” 

Working with them every day before, dur- 
ing and after practice, Brown has a great ap- 
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Alabama football players, such as defensive lineman Kenny King, get first class treatment under the di- 


rection of the Crimson Tide’s head trainer, Rodney Brown. 


preciation for the pain his athletes are will- 
ing to endure. But his medical training pro- 
vides insight into pain’s purpose. “Pain is 
good in that it does tell us something is 
wrong,” Brown said. “But in some cases you 
can have a severe injury and not have that 
much pain. I’ve seen a lot of ACL tears 
where the athlete doesn’t feel that much pain 
at all. But when you do the tests, it slides for- 
ward and you know that knee is unstable. 
The kid may not be in that much pain, but 
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that is a severe injury that needs to be oper- 
ated on.” 

As head trainer for football, it's Brown's job 
to help heal the myriad bumps and bruises 
that inevitably occur. In addition to the play- 
ers already mentioned, Brown listed several 
other Tide athletes who played with signifi- 
cant pain this past season. “Saleem 
(Rasheed) had a bunch of stuff, from all the 
pounding and wear and tear. He had an A-C 
(shoulder) joint bruise on his right side and 


also a hip-flexor muscle strain. His hip-flex- 
or problem hurt every time he tried to run, 
but nothing kept him out. 

“Marico (Portis) had an A-C joint sprain. 
He's a pretty tough kid. It was sore, but we 
just padded him up, and he played. He didn’t 
miss a practice, but he was playing with 
some pain. 

Senior Shontua Ray had cartilage surgery 
on his knee after the opening game, but de- 
spite the pain he returned ahead of schedule 
to contribute. “Early on when Shontua first 
went back out there he would be sore and 
have some swelling after practice,” Brown 
said. “It slowed him down, but he was a se- 
nior and he wanted to play. You talk about 
pain tolerance; this kid is tough. I really ad- 
mire Shontua for the job he did.” 

In January, junior defensive end Kindal 
Moorehead underwent arthroscopic surgery 
on both shoulders to relieve some of the pain 
he’s had to endure. “Both shoulders bothered 
him all the time,” Brown said. “With all the 
pounding linemen absorb, they can have 
some arthritic problems in their shoulders. 
There were a lot of things going on with 
Kindal. He also tore his MCL in his knee, he 
had some hamstring tendonitis, and he had a 
hip-flexor strain. The MCL tear was the big 
one, but he never missed a practice and only 
missed one game. That was it. Kindal wanted 
to play; he wanted to be out there.” 

“(Senior defensive end) Aries Monroe had 
a pretty good quad pull,” Brown said. “But 
he only missed a few practices. It took him a 
long time to get back to 100 per cent, but he 
played with pain and soreness, especially the 
first half of the season. 

“A. C. (junior wide receiver Antonio 
Carter) played with a mid-foot sprain that 
was painful,” Brown said. “That injury was a 
real problem for him, because of his posi- 
tion. Receivers can’t afford to be slow. But A. 
C .is a tough kid. He wants to be out there 
on the football field. 

“And both (junior tight end) Theo Sanders 
and (senior linebacker) Victor Ellis had 
badly sprained ankles. But neither missed a 
practice.” 

Like his teammates, Terry Jones, Jr. has en- 
dured innumerable aches and pains to play 
his chosen sport. “Its just something inside 
of you that says you've got to go out there 
and play,” he said. “Some guys say they love 
the sport, but they won't go out there and 
play with pain.” 

Fulgham agreed; “Really, it’s just a matter 
of having a little bit of ‘want to.” You've got to 
really enjoy what you're doing to go out 
there and play hurt.” 

There is no doubt that playing with a sepa- 
rated shoulder this season hurt Bolden’s pro- 
duction at cornerback. But despite often 
harsh criticism from fans, Bolden isn’t look- 
ing back. “When I got hurt, I just told the 
doctors 1 wanted to play,” he said. “The fans 
have no idea of what it takes to play college 
football. But that’s just part of the game. 
You're going to get criticism from the fans 
and from the media. 

“Playing with an injury wasn’t that big of a 
deal. You just ignore it and play ball.” 
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Theo Sanders: 


He Found 
His Home: 
Tight End 


by J.E. Lisby 


Senior one of strongest 
and best Tide athletes 


ennis Franchione has been universally 
Di since taking over as Alabama's 

head football coach a little over a year 
ago. And it is possible no one appreciates the 
change in Crimson Tide coaching staffs more 
than does Crimson Tide tight end Theo 
Sanders. 

Signed out of Birmingham's Shades Valley 
High School in 1998, during his first three 
Bama seasons Sanders was bounced around. 
He said, “I was recruited as an outside 
linebacker, but three days after arriving I was 
playing defensive end. And quickly following 
that I was at tight end. Then I moved back to 
defensive end and then to fullback. I'd do 
whatever they asked me to do, but I never re- 
ally got comfortable.” 

It wasn't that he lacked athleticism. 
Sanders, a former prep track star, is one of 
the best all-around athletes on the team, es- 
pecially excelling in the weight room. But 
even the most talented player can lose confi- 
dence without support from his coaches. 
Sanders said, “After I had done everything 
that was asked of me and still didn’t get to 
play, I began to question if 1 ever would. I was 
almost ready to transfer.” 

Who could have blamed him? After red- 
shirting his first year, Sanders was used in 
one game as a back-up tight end his second 
season on campus as a redshirt freshman. 
And though he spent all of 2000 listed as the 
reserve fullback, Sanders took not a single 
snap his sophomore season. Zero. 

Its hard to bury an athlete any deeper than 
that. But then came Dennis Franchione, who 
brought with him a new group of assistants. 
And last season Sanders played in every game 


Theo Sanders didn’t get much playing time until 
Alabama got a new coaching staff. Last season 
Sanders was the Tide’s back-up to Terry Jones 
and the weakside tight end when he and Jones 
were in the game together. Sanders is also a 
member of some Alabama special teams, includ- 
ing “up man” on kickoff returns.In 2002 
Sanders will be working to replace Jones as the 
starting tight end. Barry Fikes Photos 
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Assistant Coach Mark Tommerdahl saw a place for Theo Sanders at tight end, and the Tide coach has 
been pleased with Sanders’ performance. Tommerdahl wants Sanders to add weight and to work on 


his pass-catching skills. 


as the number two tight end. “The new staff 
gave me an opportunity to do whatever I want- 
ed to do,” Sanders said. “I played tight end, and 
I've stuck there. I haven't moved at all.” 

“He's bounced around quite a bit in the 
past,” said Special Teams Coordinator and 
Tight Ends Coach Mark Tommerdahl. “But a 
good way to describe Theo is to say that he’s 
finally found a home. He really fits our profile 
for the (weakside) tight end. He has excellent 
speed and agility. He plays hard and practices 
hard, and he’s a pleasure to be around.” 
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From useless to useful overnight is quite a 
turnaround. Sanders said, “I’m the same guy 
this year as I was last, but here's the deal: I 
was given a chance. I was given a legitimate 
shot at playing one position. I was able to get 
comfortable. And with that comfort level, my 
performance came up. The difference for me 
is the contact with the coaches. I feel I can go 
and talk to Coach Tommerdahl or any other 
coach at any time. I'm actually learhing how 
to do things now as opposed to just watch- 
ing.” He said his previous practice participa- 


tion primarily had been “just watching TJ 
(tight end Terry Jones, Jr.) or just watching 
Dustin (McClintock, the starting fullback in 
1999 and 2000).” 

Sanders was an important part of the team 
last season, backing up at tight end and han- 
dling the weakside spot in two tight end sets. 
But Jones is now gone, probably to profes- 
sional football. Thus, the demands on 
Sanders should increase dramatically. “With 
Terry gone, obviously Theo's role will en- 
large,” Tommerdahl said. “But without ques- 
tion we believe we'll be okay at tight end.” 


anders is listed at only 238 pounds, 

lighter than the average blocking tight 

end and significantly smaller than the 
267-pound Jones. But Sanders doesn’t pay at- 
tention to his doubters. “I don’t really listen,” 
he said. “I practice against bigger guys than 
we play against, so its not a big problem for 
me. I’ve got a quickness advantage, so you 
play with what you've got. TJ is a big, strong 
guy. No question. Me? I'm going to get on the 
defenders quick, and then do what I've got to 
do. I can’t be TJ. I've got to be Theo.” 

Tide coaches would like Sanders to add 
some bulk during the off-season and increase 
his playing weight to around 245 pounds for 
his senior season. But since he already holds 
two of the four weight-lifting records for tight 
ends (incline bench press and squat), 
strength should not be a problem. “I guess 
I'm just a weight-room type guy,” Sanders 
said. “It comes easy to me, because I've been 
doing it for a long time. TJ has the hang clean 
record now, but I’m going to get that back. 
That will put my name all the way across the 
record board. As long as I'm strong enough, 
the coaches say I can handle the blocking.” 

With Franchione’s emphasis on lifting 
weights, Sanders was one of the first Tide ath- 
letes to catch the new staff's attention. But he 
is not some muscle-bound, slow-footed play- 
er. “Theo is a real athlete,” Tommerdahl said. 
“He ran track in high school and was a de- 
cathlete. Once we got on the field (last 
spring) for agility drills, thats when he really 
did catch our eye. For a kid his size, he can 
just flat fly. He really brings an awful lot to 
the table, as far as what we want at tight 
end.” 

“Of course I wasn’t 245 (pounds) back 
then,” Sanders said, laughing. “I was about 
225, maybe. But I did everything in track; the 
100, the 200, the triple jump, long jump, shot 
put, discus. | even competed in the de- 
cathalon. I'm competitive, and that’s a differ- 
ent type of competition.” 

Physical ability is of little use unless a play- 
er can put his skills to effective use at a given 
football position. So which is it? Tight end? 
Fullback? Linebacker—or even defensive 
end? “I'm not sure | fit into a box,” Sanders 
said. “I think I’m basically just an athlete, but 
thankfully I've got the talent to play several 
positions. If 1 put my mind to it, I can be a 
fullback or a linebacker or defensive end. But 
I'm comfortable at tight end, and that’s what 
I'm trying to get good at. Of course I'll do 
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whatever is needed. If we need a fullback next 
year sometime, then I'll play it.” 

Sanders warns that if its attention an athlete 
is after, then he would do well to stay away 
from the tight end position. “There really isn't 
any glory in what a tight end does,” Sanders 
said. “Except on those rare plays when he goes 
out for a pass, a tight end is basically an offen- 
sive lineman.” 

Still, he said, he likes being on offense. He 
said, “On defense, its ‘Go here. Go there. Do 
that.’ You don’t have to know what other peo- 
ple are doing. But on offense you've got to 
know what everyone is doing. One mistake 
will affect everything on offense. It's more 
cerebral. You've got to think more. On defense, 
you don’t really have to think. Its more ‘You 
move, then | move,’ just a reaction.” 

Sanders would be pleased to have his role 
expanded. He sounds like the average 
Alabama fan when he says, “I hope they'll 
throw to the tight end more next year. They 
had a good amount of plays designed to go to 
the tight end this season, and | hope they can 
be confident in throwing me the ball.” 


long with adding some extra pounds, 

over the next few months Tommerdahl 

wants Sanders to concentrate on devel- 
oping his receiving skills. “I think my problem 
is when the ball gets there | sometimes look 
away and then try to catch it,” Sanders said. 
“But this summer I’m going to work on catch- 
ing the ball first, Like Coach Tommerdahl al- 
ways tells us, ‘Look it all the way into your 
pocket. And then work on turning it up to 
run.’ Thats what I'm really going to work on. 
‘Wide eyes, wide hands’ is what they teach us.” 

Comfortable for the first time with his role 
on the squad, Sanders enjoyed his best season 
in Crimson. But the bad memories of 3-8 and 
the debacle of a 2000 season remain fresh, 
Sanders said, “You can't have a team when the 
head coach is arguing with the assistant coach 
and the assistant coach is messing with anoth- 
er assistant coach. That breaks up the team. 
This year Coach Fran has a direct chain olf 
command from one to the other. He’ got dis- 
cipline on the team. We all know what to do 
and how to do it, so we don’t fall out of the 
boundaries.” 

In addition to being pleased with his in- 
creased role on the team, Sanders is pleased 
with the new staff. He said, “Players don't 
want to have a coach they don't respect. With 
Coach Fran and his staff, the first thing was 
trust and respect. It’s not that he’s hard. Of 
course, he can be, but he’s not always like that. 
It's that t hey came in and earned respect. And 
we had to earn respect from them.” 

Sanders said that Franchione gave them 
guidelines: “Go to class. Make sure you keep 
communication with your coach. Work in the 
weight room,” he said, “If they can see you 
handle the little stuff, then they give you big- 
ger things to do. Take care of the small things 
in practice, and then come game time you'll be 
taking care of the bigger things.” 

Franchione’s watchwords were trust and ac- 
countability, And Sanders and the rest of his 
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teammates got the message. He said, “We al- 
ways say ‘R-E-N-G.’ ‘Respect is earned, not 
given. The new coaches didn't give us any- 
thing. If you didn’t earn their respect, then 
they didn’t have much trust in you. And if they 
didn’t trust you, then they weren't going to 
count on you doing things for the team.” 

Like most athletes Sanders regularly sets per- 
sonal goals. Some of his involve weight room 
records, practice habits and his role on the 
team, But he firmly believes that team goals 
should always come first. “Last year we want- 
ed to be better than we were two years ago,” 


Sanders said. “And our goal was to make it to 
a bowl game. Now, we want to be better than 
7-5. If we can’t be better than 7-5, then some- 
body is cutting corners. We've got to do what 
it takes to be 11-0. 

“Last year we had a problem finishing in the 
fourth quarter. That got better towards the end 
of the season, but we're going to try to finish 
every game next year. Over the next few 
months, we want to always finish. Finish up in 
the weight room, finish up through spring; 
and that way we can hopefully finish next sea- 
son even better.” 
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Golf Outlook: 


SESS SS eee 
Senior Stars Lead Solid Tide Teams 


by Donna Fromme 


New facilities are already paying dividends in attracting new talent, boosting morale 


he hit movie, “Field of Dreams," had 

| an unforgettable line: “If you build it, 

they will come,” In the movie, the 

reference was to building a baseball park. In 

the real life version, it's a story better than 

Hollywood could concoct, at least as far as 
Alabama's golf coaches are concerned. 

Betty Palmer, coach of the Alabama 
women’s golf team, and Dick Spybey, coach 
of the Crimson Tide men’s team, must [eel 
as if they have gone from the poor house to 
the penthouse. For decades the Bama golf 
teams have limped along sharing a [facility 
with students, faculty, staff and the public. 
While the Tide has a history of good players 
and good teams coming from the Harry 
Pritchett Course, the facility did not com- 
pare to those of Alabama's recruiting rivals. 
And now, in the past 12 months, Alabama's 
golf teams have added two excellent facili- 
ties to call home, The Tide now plays and 
practices at both The Capstone Club and OT 
Colony. 

Palmer and Spybey had long known a new 
facility would be a boost in recruiting, Proof 
was quick in arriving. One of Spybey’s fall 
signees, a top junior golfer, wrote on his 
Alabama questionnaire that the Tide's facili- 
ties had been a primary reason for choosing 
Bama. 

The Capstone Club alone has an entire 
practice area for the exclusive use of 
Alabama's golfers, Ol’ Colony also has a an 
area for the exclusive use of Bama players, 
and the unique design of the Ol’ Colony 
range, with hitting areas on four sides, en- 
ables Bama golfers to work on various wind 
conditions, And the teams have set practice 
times at the facilities; no longer do the 
coaches have to call around each week to 
area private courses to schedule practice 
limes. 

This difference has shown on the course. 
The men won a tournament this fall and fin- 
ished second and third in two others of its 
five fall events, The women opened the fall 
with a fourth place finish, and have pro- 
duced an All-America and tournament 
champion in Sarah Johnson. 

“Having the facilities makes it a lot of 
fun,” said Palmer, a former Tide player who 
is in her 14th season as coach. “In the past, 
it was like going door to door and knocking 
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on people's houses asking if we could come 
play at their course just to schedule practice. 
Now we have the facilities. And our kids 
take pride in their new home. They enjoy 
showing it off. The Capstone Club is a diffi- 
cult course, but that’s the intent. If it were 
easy it would not help us develop, We've al- 
ready seen some results show, but in next 
year or so, that’s when you're going to really 
see the benefit.” 

For Spybey, in his 14th season as the 
Alabama men's coach, the facilities are not 
only helping him lure marquee players but 
he’s found that his own squad’s morale has 
been boosted, the result of which is showing 
in their strong play. 

“1 think our new facilities are proving to 
be exactly what we hoped,” said Spybey who 
has advanced six teams to NCAA postseason 
play. “They are recruiting tools where we 
now can go out of state if we need to and 
bring in marquee players. But also our facili- 
ties have proven to be a great motivator for 
our players. Team morale is as high as it’s 
ever been in the time I've been here.” 


hat’s great news for a team that, if it 
| plays anything like it did this fall in 
the first half of the season, will be 
spending the end of May at the NCAA 
Championships. Alabama opens the spring 
season February 9-10 at the University of 
Florida’s Gator Invitational. The schedule 
includes February 18-19 at the Matlock 
Collegiate in Lakeland, Florida, the March 
8-10 UNLV Invitational, hosting at the 
Capstone Club the March 15-17 Conrad 
Rehling Invitational, and then capping the 
season at the Southeastern Conference 
Championships in Sea Island, Georgia, May 
16-18. 

Alabama's men opened the 2001-02 season 
with a second place (of 15 teams) and ten- 
under par team finish at the Cleveland Golf 
Kiawah Island Invitational. One week later 
Bama won-again finishing under 
par—-Vanderbilts Mason Rudolph Collegiate. 
And the Tide finished third of 15 teams at 
Tennessee's Coca Cola Tournament of 
Champions. 

“The fall showed us a lot about our team,” 
said Spybey, “First it showed us that we have 
a lot of talent and are capable of shooting 


some wonderful scores. It also showed us 
where our weaknesses lie and that appears 
to be in the area of consistency. 

“As a coach you get frustrated when you 
see your team play at a high level but can't 
maintain that on a regular basis. So our task 
for the spring is to find that lineup that has 
the best chemistry and the ability to main- 
tain. When we find that lineup, I think we'll 
prove to be a formidable contender,” 

One man who will make that lineup is se- 
nior Nick Rousey, a marquee player who has 
helped place Alabama among post-season 
hopefuls. The two-time junior college na- 
tional individual champion from Pensacola 
sails into the spring with a 70,53 stroke av- 
erage that includes three sub-par tourna- 
ment finishes and seyen under par rounds 
out of the 15 he played in the fall. 

Rousey sizzled in the fall, tying the school 
record for low rounds along the way when he 
shot 64 in the middle round of the Coca Cola 
Tournament of Champions, He won that 
tournament, setting the school record for 54 
holes with his 10-under-par 70-64-66-200 
finish. In four of his five tournaments he fin- 
ished in the top ten, three of those with 
under par finishes and a fourth at just one 
over. He’s shaved two strokes off his average 
score since last season (72,15), and is power- 
ing his way toward All-America status. 

“The great thing about Nick Rousey,” said 
Spybey, “is that he’s not only a star player, 
he’s a model student athlete, a model citizen. 
The University of Alabama family should be 
proud to have him on their team,” 

Spybey said, “The reason we're an improv- 
ing program these last couple of years is that 
we're getting more than one marquee player. 
Our future is bright with Nick playing at a 
high level but you also have underclassmen 
like Clint Provost who is also playing at a 
high level.” 

Provost, a freshman from Gulf Breeze, 
Florida, played in all five fall tournaments 
and had a 71.93 stroke average. He celebrat- 
ed his first collegiate top 10 finish at 
Vanderbilts Mason Rudolph Collegiate (73- 
69-69-211) and coupled that with a three- 
under-par (14th place) finish in his season 
debut at Kiawah Island and even par in the 
finale at the Country Club of Louisiana 
Intercollegiate. 
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Alabama played nine golfers in the fall. In 
addition to Rousey and Provost, Lars 
Brovold played his way into the lineup in all 
five tournaments and produced a 72.6 
stroke average. Austin Hynson (72.33) and 
Mac Butler (72.67) both played in three 
tournaments. Wesley Pate (75.67) played in 
two and Are Larsen (77.67) and Lance 
Walker (79.33) both played in one. 


almer, too, knows the value of the 
Piss: player. She's found that in her 

All-America Sarah Johnston, who, like 
Rousey, is starring on and off the course for 
Alabama. Johnston is a 4.0 student, a busi- 
ness major, who gives Palmer’s women’s 
team the total package. She leads the team 
with her 74.33 stroke average, including 
four top 10 tournament finishes-in four 
events. 

“We had some highs and lows in the fall,” 
said Palmer. “The high was Sarah winning 
the Alabama Capstone event. We saw a lot 
of positives, but the team finishes never 
came through. This team has a strong desire 
and has a real understanding of what their 
capabilities are. We have a facility now in 
which to prepare for doing good job. And | 
think they will. This team is self-motivated. 
I witnessed that in watching them set up 
their spring class schedule. They're all great 
students and very serious about their class- 
work; we had a. 3.6 team GPA this fall. But 
when they were making out their class 
schedules, it was all about the optimum 
practice time. We've got kids who loaded up 
their class schedules on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays to give them three full days of 
practices. So I can tell what their motivation 
is; they want to get out there and play.” 

Alabama's lineup in each of the four fall 
tournaments included Johnston, Darby Sligh 
(78.67), Mandy Tedder (82.17) and Jenny 
Bouvin (83.50). Anna Strandberg, who had 
mononucleosis in the fall, played in two 
events (83.67) as did Allison Akin (83.20), 
Erica Boozman (84.33) and Lacy Shelton 
(85.33). 

“We didn’t have Ann Strandberg all fall be- 
cause she had mononucleosis, and that hurt 
us. Her game never wavers. She’s very 
straight forward and that helps a bunch 
when you are looking for consistency. 
Having her back will be a plus. 

“It’s exciting. I expect good things. 1 know 
there will be highs and lows, and we'll have 
to deal with that. For most sports, their 
event is over in just a matter of hours, but 
golf is a three- and four-day event. You've 
got more time than normal to have to con- 
stantly concentrate and keep your mind on 
your game. It takes lot of discipline, some- 
thing we continue to work on. That's been 
our theme: maintaining discipline.” 

The women’s golf team picks up play for 
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Both the men’s and women’s Crimson Tide golf teams have All-America talent in the senior class. Nick 
Rousey, twice the national junior college champion, had an excellent fall campaign. Sarah Johnston 
had her first individual title in the fall and finished in the top ten in every fall event. 


the spring beginning February 22-24 at 
Florida’s SunTrust Lady Gator Invitational. 
March 15-17 Alabama competes in the Lady 
Gamecock Classic hosted by South Carolina. 
Georgia hosts Alabama among other teams 
at the March 22-24 Liz Murphy Collegiate 
Classic. April 5-7 Alabama will be in Baton 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Rouge for the LSU-Cleveland Golf Classic 
followed by the SEC Championships in 
Athens, Georgia, April 19-21. A post-season 
bid for Alabama will find it in Baton Rouge 
May 9-11 for the NCAA Regional, then, 
should it advance, the May 21-24 NCAA fi- 
nals in Seattle. 
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Tennis Outlook: 


Success Expected To Continue 


by Andrew Varble II 


Men’s and women’s squads have most players back from 2001 NCAA tourney teams 


omentum is a big plus in colle- 
giate athletics and there is no 
doubt that Alabama’s tennis 


teams have that going into the 2002 sea- 
son. Both teams made the 2001 NCAA 
tournament, the women for the first times 
since 1997. The men were back at the 
tourney after a one year absence. 

Men’s Coach Adam Steinberg and 
Women’s Coach Jenny Mainz both return 
all but one member of their 2001 squads 
and both have added athletes that should 
help this year. 

Steinberg knows that his men aren't 
going to sneak up on anyone this year 
after a stellar 2001 season, but with 10 
players returning from last year’s squad, 
things should be in good shape. 

“This is the best team I’ve ever had 
preparing for the year,” Steinberg said. 
“The guys who have been here have 
worked above and beyond what was 
called for and they’re excited about the 
season. We snuck up on a lot of people 
last year. I don’t think they expected us to 
do what we did and finish in the top 20. 
But this year we're going to be the hunt- 
ed.” 

Alabama replaced its lone graduation 
loss, top-half of lineup player Susheel 
Narla, with freshman Nick Berque of Gex, 
France, Steinberg cites his rookie’s inter- 
national playing experience as a big plus. 
“Nick will play in our lineup,” Steinberg 
said. “He was a highly-ranked junior ten- 
nis player. He's played at a high level for a 


Alabama tennis has a number of experienced 
stars on both its men’s and women’s teams, in- 
cluding (left to right) Jenny Ketchum, Chris 
McRae, Brian Isern, and Selia Mathew. 
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long time and understands what it’s like 
in intense situations.” 

As for the rest of the Tide's lineup, 
Steinberg prefers to talk in terms of team 
abilities and goals instead of speaking 
specifically about any one player, “The way 
| run my team, | really don't like to point 
out anybody,” Steinberg said. “We won last 
year as a team. I think every guy has a key 
role. | can't really point to one person and 
say that he is going to carry us.” 

Stull, it is no secret that the Tide will be 
led by junior Max Belski. Belski was 
ranked number nine in the nation in the 
pre-season after being ranked as high as 
14th last year. He played in the individual 
singles portion of the NCAA Champion- 
ships last season for the second year in a 
row, He played exclusively at number one 
singles for Bama last year 

Sophomore Chris Gosiek starts 2002 
ranked in the top 100 nationally and 
looking to again play in the top-hall of the 
Tide’s lineup alter playing primarily at 
number two and number three last year. 
He had 16 dual match wins as a freshman. 

Senior Chris MeRae is the Tide's captain 
in 2002. He played mostly at number five 
last season in addition to playing in two 
of collegiate tennis’ grand slam events last 
year. McRae’s leadership and the returning 
of all but one member of last year’s squad 
gives the Tide an added boost according 
to Steinberg. 

“We have the same team back,” 
Steinberg said. “Chris McRae is our cap- 
tain again this season, the leadership is 
pretty much the same. It is the first time 
I've had that in many years. The guys real- 
ly know what to expect from each other. 
Last year there was an unknown factor on 
and olf the court, but now they all know 
each other and they're a real family.” 

Stephen Mitchell, one of the Tide's three 
sophomores, played mostly at number 
four singles last season, posting a dozen 
wins. A standout doubles player, he 
amassed 18 wins playing in tandem with 
three different partners. 

Sophomore Christian Brodersen posted 
15 wins during his rookie season, but his 
biggest victory of the season came against 
Ole Miss when he clinched the upset of 
the nationally ninth-ranked Rebels with a 
win at number six singles. 

Junior William Boyles served as the 
Tide's doubles specialist last season, gath- 
ering 15 wins playing mostly at number 
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one. Boyles should give the Tide more of 
the same this season, Also from the junior 
class, Brad Friedman, Brian Isern, Michael 
Ray Pallares and Tom Givan will all be 
looking to step in whenever needed dur- 
ing the season. 

“Our goals are always pretty much the 
same,” Steinberg said. “This year they're a 
little higher than last year, Our goal is to 
be one of the top 16 and get into that final 
16 in the NCAA Tournament.” 

Steinberg added Assistant Coach Mario 
Rincon to his stalf this season. The former 
Kentucky standout played in all four 
grand slam events during his professional 
career. 


or the Alabama women, last season 

Was a major step toward Coach 

Mainz goal of having the Crimson 
Tide become a perennial power both in 
the Southeastern Conference and the na- 
tion. 

The Tide posted a 16-10 mark playing a 
tough schedule and made the program’s 
third ever trip to the NCAA Champion- 
ships. It was the first trip since Mainz took 
over the program for the 1998 season. 
Bama has certainly come a long way since 
that first season under Mainz, when the 
Tide, decimated by injuries and transfers, 
did not win a match, 

This season, the Tide returns all but one 
player off of the 2001 NCAA squad and 
adds a pair of newcomers to the roster. 
Highlighting the returnees is sophomore 
Emmanuelle Berard, who made an imme- 
diate impact last season, playing number 
one singles and doubles. She ended her 
rookie season ranked 40th in singles with 
a record of 23-13. In doubles she com- 
bined with recent graduate Dominique 
Glinzler to earn a top-50 final ranking. 

“Last season the team really rallied 
around Emmanuelle,” Mainz said. “She 
has a phenomenal collegiate game.” 
Berard has honed her serve and volley 
game which should, combined with one 
of the nation’s biggest serves, help her 
take things to the next level, including a 
top-20 national ranking and a shot at All- 
America honors. 

Senior Selia Mathew ran up 24 wins last 
season playing primarily at number two in 
the singles lineup. She finished the year 
ranked number 97. “Selia is one of the 
most talented players to come through the 
program,” Mainz said. “Last season she 


took her game to another level and fo- 
cused on the things that she could con- 
trol.” 

Millie Begovic will be looking tor a spot 
at the top of the Tide’s lineup alter sitting 
out last season. The redshirt sophomore 
had wrist surgery in 2000 and spent 2001 
rehabilitating. As a freshman. she played 
mostly at number two singles. “A year to 
sit back and watch matches makes Millie 
a better player.” Mainz said. “She has 
made up her mind to have a good season. 
She is hungry.” 

Jenny Ketchum, another of the Tide's 
four seniors, will look to play in the top 
half of the lineup alter playing mostly at 
number three last year. Mainz tabs her as 
one of the team leaders, both on and olf 
the court. “Jenny moves the ball from side 
to side as well as anyone.” Mainz said. 
“She has a phenomenal collegiate game.” 

Senior Becea Baum anchored the Tides 
singles lineup last year, notching 26 wins 
playing mostly at number six, She served 
as the Tide’s captain in 2001. “Iam ex- 
tremely proud of Becca,” Mainz said. “We 
needed wins at the six position and she 
pulled us through. She really took owner- 
ship in the program and in her game” 

Weyli Chang has played up and down 
the Tide’s lineup during her three seasons, 
from number one to number four. Mainz 
expects the senior to again make an im- 
pact for the Tide. “Weyli has done a great 
job in refining her game to play percent- 
age tennis,” Mainz said, “I look for her to 
again be in the lineup and have a great se- 
nior year.” 

While the Tide has two neweomers. it 
only has one lreshman, Julie Ferguson 
Ferguson comes to the Tide from 
Maryville, Tennessee. “I’m impressed with 
Julie’s work ethic and attitude,” Mainz 
said. “1 think she is going to help us.” 

The Tide’s other newcomer is Sophie 
Cremers, transferring from Shorter 
College in Rome, Georgia. With an all- 
court game, Cremers will be a junior this 
season and should make an immediate 
impact on the Tide’s lineup. “You can tell 
she’ a fighter,” Mainz said, “I feel that she 
will contribute immediately.” 

Mainz’ hired a new assistant for the 
2002 season. Daryl Geenan, former head 
coach of the University of Mississippi for 
Women, joins volunteer assistant coach 
Keith Swindoll on the staff. Swindoll is in 
his fourth season. 


Football Recruiting: 


NCAA Delay Penalizes Alabama 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide still pursuing handful 
of top football prospects 
for February 6 signing day 


he same organization that gave us an 
| investigation three months longer 
than anticipated (winding up August 
1 instead of June 1) has done it again. For 
some reason the Infractions Committee of 
the NCAA advertises it will have its results 
within six to eight weeks of hearing a mem- 
ber university's case. Actually, the committee 
makes its report at.a much slower pace, one 
that is adding to Alabama’s unofficial penal- 
ties. There is no doubt that the well-publi- 
cized NCAA investigation last year severely 
damaged Alabama football recruiting be- 
cause of unethical behavior by Bama’ re- 
cruiting opponents. And that investigation 
dragged on through the summer despite 
what everyone agrees was exceptional coop- 
eration by The University: That inexplicable 
delay by the NCAA Enforcement Staff 
moved Alabama's hearing into the fall, 
November 17. 

After the Infractions Committee heard 
Alabama's strongly-delended case and re- 
ceived The University’s extraordinarily harsh 
self-imposed penalties, there was hope in 
Tuscaloosa that the verdict would be final- 
ized before this recruiting season was badly 
undermined, That was not to be. 

The University received so many inquiries 
about the situation that it took the unusual 
step of a news release to announce there was 
no news. On January 18, nine weeks after 
the hearing, The University issued the fol- 
lowing: 

“University of Alabama officials continue 
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to receive numerous inquiries concerning 
the timing of the NCAA Committee on 
Infractions’ response from the hearing that 
took place November 17, 2001. The 
University has not received the Committee 
on Infractions decision in the case. There is 
no set schedule or deadline for the 
Committee to make its decision, but The 
University hopes to receive the opinion be- 
fore National Signing Day. 

“When the Committee does complete its 
report, the NCAA will alert the media and 
will schedule a teleconference the following 
day to release their decision. UA officials 
will be notified of the decision the same day 
the media alert is issued. The release of the 
Committee's decision, known as a “Public 
Infractions Report,” is controlled solely by 
the NCAA. 

“When the report is complete and UA of- 
ficials are notified, UA will work with the 
NCAA io assist in media notification and 
subsequent release of the report.” 

In the real world there is a belief that 
“Justice delayed is justice denied.” The delay 
by the NCAA in adjudicating Alabama's case 
has played a role in several top prospects de- 
ciding against the Crimson Tide. Recruiting 
experts say NCAA concerns have affected 
wide receiver Jason Allen of Muscle Shoals, 
who signed with Tennessee; running back 
DeShawn Wynn of Cincinnati, who commit- 
ted to Florida; and potentially Ben 
Obomanu. the outstanding wide receiver 
from Selma who has seemed to have 
Alabama behind Auburn and Florida and 
who even took a peek at Notre Dame and 
LSU. 


hile the report said that it was 
hoped the report would be public 
by National Signing Day, which is 


Wednesday, February 6, it is already too late 
to be fair. As the committee has pondered 
Alabama's fate, prospects of Alabama Head 
Football Coach Dennis Franchione have 
been vulnerable to rumors planted by re- 
cruiting opponents. Bama’s football staff can 
offer hope to those young prospects, but 
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there can he no assurances until the 
Infractions Committee speaks. 

There is some belief that the Infractions 
Committee will accept Alabama's self-im- 
posed penalties because Alabama should 
have inside knowledge of the correct level of 
such penalties. That's because Alabama's 
Faculty Chairman of Athletics, Gene Marsh, 
a leader in The University’s investigation and 
response, is a member of the Infractions 
Committee. Another school of thought is 
that such a belief ascribes more logic than an 
NCAA committee deserves. That leads to an 
opinion that the penalties will not be accept- 
ed, that the committee will add on penalties 
(probably in further scholarship reductions, 
but possibly im a bowl ban). That would be 
either because the committee simply feels 
the need to add something on (in which 
case Alabama should not have self-imposed 
such harsh penalties) or because the com- 
mittee believes The University to be far off 
the mark in its investigation and/or defense 
(in which case President Andrew Sorensen 
may have to revisit, as academicians are 
wont to intone, those in compliance posi- 
tions), 

On January 19, after taking part in a cere- 
mony celebrating Alabama's Independence 
Bowl victory to cap the 2001 season, 
Franchione admitted he is anxious for the 
final decision. He said, “I look forward to 
the day when it's over and we know what 
the results are. We look forward to the day 
when we can sell just the academics and The 
University and the things that go along with 
(Alabama). Then we can develop our plan 
and go forward.” 

The Tide head coach said, “We're at the 
point where we're trying to finish. You pull 
on some strings and hold onto other strings. 
And you push hard to try and get your com- 
mitments. That's just what you do at this 
time of the year.” 

In a decision that shocked at least some 
observers, Alabama offered the NCAA 
Infractions Committee a self-imposed penal- 
ty of the loss of 15 initial scholarships over 
the next three years, including the loss of 
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eight initial scholarships in this signing peri- 
od. Working with a limit of 17 new signees, 
Alabama has garnered 14 commitments, “I 
think in all its going well.” Franchione said, 
“We just want to finish up strong.” 

As a part of the self-imposed penalties, 
Alabama also limited itself to having just 34 
prospects make official visits to The 
University this year. That is 22 fewer than 
the 56 permitted. However, that penalty may 
not be devastating because Alabama had 10 
commitments before official visits began. 
Thus, theoretically, Alabama had 24 visits in 
which to attract seven additional signees. 
Franchione said he had input in this area 
when Alabama olficials were considering 
self-imposed penalties. 

Nevertheless, academic considerations add 
to the constraints, It is likely that Bama will 
have used visits for one or more prospects 
who will not be academically eligible. And 
Tide officials had to be cautious in using 
those visits almost exclusively for those who 
would be eligible and who already had a rea- 
sonably strong interest in Bama. Franchione 
said, “We've had to be real selective in choos- 
ing which athletes to bring in. Its probably 
been even tougher than we thought it would 
be in the beginning. You just can’t bring 
some guys in that you'd like to take a chance 
on. Whether because of a marginal academic 
situation or an athlete that would be a longer 
shot because of distance.” 

NCAA rules prohibit Franchione from 
speaking on the record about specific re- 
cruits, but it’s safe to assume that he had in 
mind an athlete like Herchel Dennis. A top 
running back from Cal State Poly, distance 
alone make the California native a long-shot 
to sign with Alabama. So despite the fact 
that Dennis consistently listed the Tide as 
one of his favorites, he was not brought in 
for an official visit. “There were some ath- 
letes that we would have ‘visited,’ but we 
had to pull away,” Franchione said. “Because 
we just didn’t know what our chances were. 
And we couldn't waste a visit.” 


his year’s Bama recruiting class is 
likely going to include at least four 
from junior college. (One other ju- 


nior college player, defensive lineman 
DeMarcus Johnson of Southwest Missis- 
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Zach Fletcher 


sippi, committed to Alabama, but signed 
with Central Florida.) The Tide has commit- 
ments from wide receivers Jamall Broussard 
(5-9, 180, Houston) of College of the 
Canyons and Zach Fletcher (6-3, 200, 
Moulton) of City College of San Francisco, 
both in California; linebacker Derrick Pope 
(6-0, 223, Galveston, Texas) of Garden City 
Community College in Kansas; and defen- 
sive back David Scou (6-0, 180, Homestead, 
Florida) of Jones Junior College in 
Mississippi. 

High school seniors who had publicly 
committed to Alabama as of January 20 are 
quarterback Brando Avalos, 6-1, 190, of 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; running back Kenneth 
Darby, 5-11, 190, of Huntsville Butler; full- 
back Nic Luke, 6-1, 215, of Phenix City 
Central; offensive lineman Grant Dickey, 6- 
5, 305, of Tyler (Texas) Lee: defensive end 
Chris Harris, 6-5, 225, of Tuscaloosa 
Central; defensive tackle Kyle Tatum, 6-6, 
270, of Prattville; linebacker Jawan Garth, 6- 
2, 190, of Decatur Austin; linebacker 
Demeco Ryans, 6-1, 210, of Bessemer Jess 
Lanier; defensive back Chauncey Malone, 6- 
1, 180, of Trinity West Morgan; and defen- 
sive back Ramzee Robinson, 5-10, 175, of 
Huntsville Butler. 

Franchione said, “In a perfect world you'd 
like to just sign high school players, But 
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with only 85 scholarships, | don’t know if 
that world exists anymore. In our circum- 
stances this year, we're trying to find guys 
that can help make our football team better. 
We may end up with a few more (junior col- 
lege players) in proportion to the size of our 
class than we might normally think of, but 
all of the (junior college) players we recruit 
have a real purpose for us right now,” 

Franchione said junior college signees are 
frequently signed to fill immediate, some- 
times unexpected, needs. He noted wide re- 
ceiver, linebacker and cornerback as such 
areas. He also noted that “As much as any- 
thing else, recruiting junior college players 
is replacing immediate needs with guys that 
we feel can help.” 

Bama would like to add at least one defen- 
sive tackle and a junior college prospect is 
thought to be leaning towards the Tide, He 
is Jimmy Williams (6-2, 305 of Memphis), 
who plays at Pasadena City College in 
California. Williams is also considering 
Virginia Tech and Tennessee is recruiting 
him. 

Alabama's commitments [rom junior col- 
lege players include some with who his staff 
previously had contact. That would obvious- 
ly be true in the case of Pope, who is the 
nephew of Bama Assistant Coach Kenith 
Pope. 

Among high school players being recruit- 
ed by Bama is Roshawn Pope (5-11, 170, 
Galveston, Ball), who is Derrick’s brother. 
However, most expect Roshawn either to 
start his career in junior college or, possibly, 
fall into what is known as the “blueshirt” 
category. 

Alabama is offering blueshirt scholarships 
to some players in an effort to ease the pain 
of the high number of scholarship losses this 
year. A blueshirt means the player would 
delay his entry to Alabama until next 
January, then be signed and count against 
the 2003 signing limits (21 under The 
University’s proposed penalties, the same as 
the limit in 2004) 

Another player likely to be offered a 
blueshirt is linebacker Ernest Nance (6-3, 
210) of Courtland. Nance was injured last 
season and will spend much of the next year 
rehabilitating. 

There is no question a blueshirt has been 
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Greg MeLain 


ollered to tight end Greg MeLain of 
Lineville, McLain, a 6-3, 230-pounder, creat- 
ed something of a stir recently when he said 
Alabama had offered him a scholarship, then 
withdrawn the offer. That turned out to be a 
misunderstanding, one that was cleared up 
to some extent when Franchione told 
McLain’s family and high school coach that 
McLain would be welcomed to enter next 
January and be on a 2003 scholarship. 
McLain, who did make an official visit to 
Alabama the week following the controversy, 
is thought to be considering the offer, but 
that he may accept a scholarship elsewhere 


tis nota news flash that some highly-re- 

garded athletes are not outstanding stu- 

dents. In fact, there are many cases 
where athletes are not able to enter a univer- 
sity and instead go to junior college or prep 
school, Sometimes a college reeruits a player 
not expected to meet academic qualifica- 
tions with the college hoping to have a bet- 
ter chance at that player after his year in 
prep school or two years in junior college. 
Limiting the number of official visits has 
probably affected Alabama's recruitment of 
players who are borderline academically, 

Franchione said, “The fewer visits you 
have limits how much of that you can do 
The way it stands right now, | think we 
could sign three or four guys that we know 
we'll probably have to place in a junior col- 
lege or prep school, It would be hard for it 
to be any more than that.” 

One Tide commitment, Malone, is thought 
to be headed to junior college At least one 
other being recruited by Alabama, defensive 
lineman Henry Smith, 6-4, 290, of Aliceville, 
is also expected to go to junior college. 


Titus Ryan, 6-1, 190, an outstanding ath- 
lete from Tusealoosa County who could be a 
running back, wide receiver, or delensive 
back, has been listed as possibly going to ju- 
nior college, but others say Ryan may be a 
“partial qualifier.” That would mean he had 
sufficient grade point average to be eligible. 
but that his standardized test (ACT or SAT) 
score was deficient. In that case, he could 
enter college on scholarship and practice, 
but not play in games, and would count as a 
signee, 

Besides junior college, preparatory schools 
are another option for non-qualifiers. In fact 
many prep schools specialize in making bor- 
derline recruits eligible. And in the past, 
Alabama-—along with almost every other 
Division 1A institution-has recommended 
the prep-school route for some recruits. 

But this year at least there has been no in- 
dication that any Tide recruit will enroll in 
prep school. “We haven't been told that we 
(cannot) do that,” Franchione said. “We just 
want to try and deal with situations that are 
positive all the way around for a young man 
academically and athletically and for us in 
the opportunity to get him back.” 


o where will Alabama's final signees 

come from? It seems to be a fairly 

short list. In addition to those men- 
tioned as potential blueshirts or likely to 
head to junior college or, like Ryan, possibly 
being a partial qualifier. the possibilities in- 
clude: 

Skill position players—Wide receiver Ben 
Obomanu (6-2, 185) of Selma; running back 
Jimtavis Walker (5-10, 201) of Statesboro, 
Georgia, who had previously committed to 
Florida; defensive back Elvis Gallegos (6-2, 
175) of Richland, Texas; and all-around ath- 
lete Skylor Green (5-10, 175) of Marrero, 
Louisiana, Higgins, a soft commitment to 
LSU who was reported as planning to visit 
Bama before signing day. 

Defensive linemen-Jimmy Williams of 
Pasadena City College; Jeremy Clark (6-3, 
265) of Daphne, who is also considering 
LSU; Ben Grubbs (6-5, 250) of Elmore 
County in Eclectic, who is also considering 
Auburn; and LaRon Harris (6-3, 305) of 
Memphis Kingsbury, who is also considering 
Tennessee. 

And linebacker-Sam McGrew (6-3, 225) 
of Wakulla High School in Crawfordville, 
Florida, who is also considering Florida and 
Florida State 

One player not being considered by 
Alabama is defensive end Chris Browder of 
Wilcox Central in Camden, Browder com- 
mitted to Alabama last summer, then an- 
nounced this winter that he was reneging 
and instead would sign with Auburn. 
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Alabama Football By Class 


Here is a guess where Alabama football players will line up in the 2002 season. Obviously, there could be some attrition among returning play- 
ers, And the spring will be an opportunity for experimentation, looking at players in new positions. It is also possible that some of those com- 
mitted to sign with Alabama will not be in the new class. And predicting the positions of newcomers is even more of a guess than it is with re- 
turning players. This chart does not include every player who will be out for spring training among returning players. And it is a rank strictly 


SENIOR JUNIOR SOPH REDSHIRT INCOMING 
FRESHMAN FRESHMAN 
Split End Babb Fulgham Givens 
Greer 
Luke 
Quick Tackle Herrion Britt 
Baxley 
Quick Guard Lomax Smiley 
Martz 
Center Ephraim Walker Closner 
Strong Guard Portis Alexander M. Sanders Dickey 
Raulston 
Strong Tackle Ellington Mathis Ewing 
Tight End T. Sanders Clarke Cavan Johnston 
Quarterback Watts Matt Miller Croyle Avalos 
Pennington 
Tailback Galloway Beard Hudson Darby 
Williams Smith 
Fullback Brown Lowe Signaigo Dupree Luke 
Cox 
Flanker Carter Fletcher iC) Brooks 
Collins L. Taylor 
Broussard (JC) 
Placekicker Bostick McLaughlin 
Ziille 
Snapper Ridings Stutz 
Defense 
Left End Moorehead Bates Harris 
Nose Tackle K. King Bryant 
Tackle Johnson Clark J.L. Taylor Tatum 
D. Sanders 
Right End McKay-Loescher Odom Anderson 
Strongside Linebacker Wortham Dean J. King 
Pope (JC) 
Middle Linebacker Roach Ryans 
Rover Daniels Rawls Garth 
Biel Fletcher 
Left Cornerback Dixon Haqq Ward Peprah Malone 
Ferguson 
Right Cornerback Bolden Scott JC) Madison Robinson 
McBride 
Bacon Mare Miller Andrews 
Jones James Harper 
Bearden Ziifle 


by class, not a true depth chart. 
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2001-2002 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
UA Score Opp. Score 
103 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 77 
92 . EA Sports (Exh.) 71 
Guardiarts Classic 
107 Mississippi Valley St 67 
83 Samlord 51 
68 Missouri 73 
81 Memphis 70 
76 Utah (ESPN2) 6l 
90 McNeese State ol 
74 Chattanooga (Fox) 68 
John Wooden Classic @ Anaheim, Calif. 
37 UCLA @ (Fox) 79 
99 Jacksonville State 57 
Jimmy V Classic @ Meadowlands, N_J. 
70 Temple (ESPN) 67 
90 Alabama A&M 5+ 
Sugar Bowl Classic @ New Orleans 
79 Notre Dame (Fox) 76 
78 Florida AGM 52 
93 Bethune-Cookman 46 
76 LSU (Fox) 74 
92 Vanderbilt 79 
56 @ Auburn (Fox) 59 
77 @ Georgia (J-P) 72 
85 Mississippi State 73 
Jan. 26 @ Kentucky (ESPN) 7:00 
Jan. 30 Arkansas 7:00 
Feb.2 @LSU 7:00 
Feb. 6 Ole Miss (J-P) 7:00 
Feb.9 @ Mississippi State 2:00 
Feb. 13 @ South Carolina 7:00 
Feb. 16 Tennessee (J-P) 2:00 
Feb. 20 @ Arkansas (J-P) 7:00 
Feb. 23 Florida (CBS) 1:00 
Feb. 27 Auburn 7:00 
Mar. 3 @ Ole Miss (CBS) 1:00 


Mar. 7-10 SEC Tournament @ Atlanta 


Men’s Swimming 


Date/ Opponent Time (CT)/ 

UA Score Opp. Score 
Oct. 26-27 SEC West @ Fayetteville All Day 
156 LSU 142 

85 @ Auburn 174 

Noy. 27- World Cup All Day 


Noy, 28 @ Long Island, N.Y, 


Noy, 30- Georgia Invitational 2nd of 8 
Dec. | 

168 Georgia Tech 129 

Jan, 25. @ Florida State 2:00 

Jan, 26 @ Florida 1:00 

Feb. 2 @ South Carolina 2:00 

Feb, 20-23 SEC Championships All Day 


@ Fayetteville 
Mar.9 Last Chance@ Auburn TBA 
Mar. 19- USS National Championships 
Mar. 23 @TBA All Day 
Mar, 28- NCAA Championships 


Mar. 30 @ Athens, Ga. All Day 


Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
UA Score Opp. Score 
84+ Univ. of Virgin Islands (Exh.) 77 
101 Sports International (Exh.) 109 
96 Samford 44 
101 Troy State 38 


Pepperdine Thanksgiving Classic 
@ Malibu, Calif. 


90 Louisville 89 
79 Pepperdine 81 
73 @ Birmingham-Southern 38 
75 @ Providence 78 
84+ @ Alabama State 89 
63 South Alabama 61 
72 @ Jacksonville State 53 
@ Cancun, Mexico Basketball Tournament 
85 SMU 69 
71 Maryland 56 
Villanova Tournament 

60 Massachusetts 65 
70 Villanova 6l 
62 Kentucky 63 
84 @ Arkansas 70 
77 . @Florida 83 
43 Vanderbilt 69 
57 @ Tennessee 82 
Jan. 24 Auburn 7,00 
Jan, 27 @ Kentucky 1,00 
Feb. 3 Arkansas (Fox) 2:00 
Be, 7 Mississippi State 7,00 
Feb, 10 @ Auburn 2:00 
Feb, 14 @ South Carolina 6:00 
Feb. 17 Ole Miss 2:00 
Feb, 21 @ Georgia 6:00 
Feb. 24 LSU 2:00 


Feb, 28- SEC Tournament @ Nashville TBA 
Mar. 3 Gaylord Entertainment Center 


Women’s Swimming 


Date/ Opponent Time (CT)/ 
UA Score Opp. Score 
Oct. 26-27 SEC West @ Fayetteville All Day 
157 LSU 142 

90 @ Auburn 173 


Nov. 27- World Cup 
Noy. 28 @ Long Island, N.Y. 
Noy. 30- Georgia Invitational 5th of 10 


All Day 


Dec. | 
179 Georgia Tech 103 
Jan. 25 @ Florida State 2:00 
Jan, 26 @ Florida 1:00 
Feb, 2. @ South Carolina 2:00 


Feb, 20-23. SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville 
Mar. 2. Last Chance @ Auburn TBA 
Mar, 19- USS National Championships 
Mar, 23 @TBA All Day 
Mar, 21- NCAA Championships 
Mar. 23. @ Austin, Texas 


All Day 


All Day 


Gymnastics 


Time (CST) 
Opp. Score 
Super Six Challenge 6:00 
@ Gainesville, Florida 
1. Georgia 196.525, 2. Alabama 195.725, 
3, UCLA 195.650, 4. Florida 194.475, 
5, LSU 193.825, 6, Penn State 193.375 


Date Opponent 
UA Score 
Jan. L1 


195.675 Georgia 195.025 
Jan. 26 Denver 7:00 
Feb.2 Nebraska 7:00 
Feb.8 @LSU 7:00 
Feb. 10 Auburn @ Birmingham = 2:00 
Feb. 15 @ Georgia 6:30 
Feb. 22 Florida 7:00 
March | =@ Auburn 7:00 
March 8 @ Kentucky TBA 
March lo UCLA 7:00 
March 23. SEC Championships 7:00 
@ Birmingham 
Aprilé NCAA Region IV TBA 
(Site TBA) 
April 18- NCAA Championships TBA 
April 20 @ Coleman Coliseum 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Jan. 18 SEC Challenge 
@ Fayetteville Ist of 6 
Jan. 25-26 Rocky Mountain Cup 
@ Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Feb. l-2. Meyo Invitational 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. LO = @ Florida Invitational 
Feb. 10 @ lowa State Invitational 
Feb. 22-24 SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville 
March 1-2 LSU Last Ditch 


@ Baton Rouge 
March 8-10 NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville 


Women’s Indoor 
Track 


Date Event Finish 
Jan. 19 SEC Quad 
@ Fayetteville 4th of 6 


Jan. 26 Minnesota Invitational 
@ Minneapolis 
Feb, 2 Rod McCravy Invitational 
@ Lexington 
Feb. 10 @ Florida Invitational 
Feb. LO @ lowa State Invitational 
Feb. 22-24 SEC Championships 
@ Fayetteville 
March l-2. USATF- TBA 
March 1-2 lowa State Last Chance 
@ Ames, lowa 
March 8-10 NCAA Championships 
@ Fayetteville 
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2002 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 


Date Opponent Time 
Feb. 12 Louisiana Tech 6:30 
Feb, 15 Georgia Southern 6:30 
Feb. 16 Georgia Southern 4:00 
Feb. 17 Georgia Southern 2:00 
Feb. 20 Georgia State 6:30 
Feb. 22 Arkansas State 6:30 
Feb. 23 Arkansas State 4:00 
Feb. 24 Arkansas State 2:00 
Feb. 26 North Alabama 7:00 
Hormel Classic @ Minneapolis 
Mar. | Tennessee 12:15 
Mar.2 Minnesota 1:30 
Mar. 3 Florida Atlantic 11:00 


Mar.6 South Alabama 6:05 

@ Hank Aaron Stadium 
Mar. 8 SE Louisiana 6:30 
Mar.9 SE Louisiana 4:00 
Mar. 10 SE Louisiana 2:00 
Mar. 12 Miss. Valley St. 6:30 
Mar. 13 Bham Sourthern 6:30 


Mar. 15 Tennessee 6:30 
Mar. 16 Tennessee 4:00 
Mar. 17 Tennessee 2:00 
Mar. 20 Jacksonville St. 6:30 
Mar. 22 @ Arkansas 5:00 
Mar. 23 @ Arkansas 2:00 
Mar. 24 @ Arkansas 1:00 
Mar. 26 Oklahoma 7:00 
@ Oklahoma City 


Mar. 29 @ South Carolina 6:00 
Mar. 30 @ South Carolina 3:00 
Mar. 31 @ South Carolina 12730 


Apr.2 Southern Miss 6:30 
Apr.3 Austin Peay 6:30 
Apr.3 Florida 6:30 
Apr.6 Florida 4:00 
Apr.7 Florida 1:00 
Apr. 10 @ UAB 7:00 
Apr. 12 @ Kentucky 5:00 


Apr. 13 @ Kentucky 1:00 
Apr. 14 @ Kentucky 12:30 


Apr. 17 Samford 6:30 
Apr. 19 Ole Miss 6:30 
Apr. 20 Ole Miss 4:00 
Apr. 21 Ole Miss 2:00 
Apr. 24 @ Jacksonville St. 6:00 
Apr. 26 Auburn 6:30 
Apr. 27 Auburn (Fox) — 3:00 
Apr. 28 Auburn 2:00 
May | UAB 7:00 
May3 @ Georgia 5:30 
May+ @ Georgia 2:00 
May5 @Georgia 1:00 


May 10 Mississippi St. 6:30 
May 11 Mississippi St. 4:00 
May 12 Mississippi St. 2:00 


May 17 @LSU 6:30 
May 18 @LSU 2:00 
May 19 @LSU 1:00 


May 22- SEC Tournament 

May 26 @ Hoover Met 

May 31- NCAA Regionals 

June 2 TBA 

June 7- NCAA SuperRegionals 
June9 TBA 

June 14- College World Series 
June 22 @ Omaha, Nebraska 


All times central 


Softball 
Date Opponent Time 
Feb. 1 @ Arizona 2:00 
Feb.2 @ Arizona 11:00 
Feb.3  @ Arizona 10:00 


Feb. 8-10 BAMA BASH 
(Evansville, Maryland, Samford) 
Feb, 15-17 UNLV Invitational 
(UCLA, UNLY, Oregon, 
Oregon State, Texas Tech) 
Feb. 28 Oakland (2) 1:30 
Mar. 1-3 CRIMSON CLASSIC 
(North Carolina, St. Peter's, 
Western Kentucky) 
Mar.6 Jacksonville St. 6:30 


Mar,9 Georgia (2) 1:30 
Mar. 10 Georgia 1:30 
Mar. 16 @ Arkansas (2) 1:00 
Mar. 17 @ Arkansas 1:00 
Mar. 19 Florida (2) 5:00 
Mar. 20 Florida 1:00 
Mar. 23 Tennessee (2) 1:00 
Mar. 24 Tennessee 1:30 
Mar, 27 Centenary 1:30 


Mar, 30 @ Kentucky (2) Noon 
Mar. 31 @ Kentucky Noon 


Apr.3 Jackson St. (2) 3:00 
Apr.6 LSU (2) 1:00 
Apr.7 LSU (Fox) 1:00 


Apr. LO Southern Miss 6:30 
Apr. 13: @ Ole Miss (2) 1:00 
Apr. 1+ @ Ole Miss 1:00 
Apr. 17 @ Southern Miss 5:00 
Apr. 20 @ Miss. State (2) 1:00 
Apr. 21 @ Miss, State 1:00 
Apr. 27 So. Carolina (2) 1:00 
Apr. 28 So. Carolina 1:30 
Apr. 30 @ Troy State 6:00 
May + @Auburn (2) Noon 
May3 @ Auburn Noon 
May 9- SEC Tournament 

May 12 @ Chattanooga 

May 16- NCAA Regionals 

May 19 @ campus siles 

May 23- College World Series 
May 27 @ Oklahoma City 


All times central 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. L6 SEC Challenge 
@ Starkville, Miss. 
Mar. 21- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 24 
Mar. 29- Stanford Invitational 
Mar 30 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 
Apr. 12- Sun Angel Invitational 
@ Tempe, Ariz. 
Apr. 20 LSU Invitational 
Apr. 25- Drake Relays 
Apr. 27 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 10- SEC Championships 
May 13. @ Starkville, Miss. 
May 20 Georgia Tech 
Last Chance 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @Baton Rouge 
June 20- USATF Championships 
June 24+ @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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Men's Tennis 
Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 18- SEC Indoor 
Jan. 21 @ Atlanta 


Jan. 27 Samford 9:30 
Jan. 27 Southern Miss = 3:00 
Feb.2 @TCU 2:00 


Feb.8 @ Louisville 1:00 
Feb.9 @ Ohio State 3:00 


Feb. 15 Clemson 6:00 
Feb. 17 Michigan 11:00 
Feb. 22 @ FSU 5:00 
Feb. 25 Furman 1:00 
Mar. 1 LSU 1:00 
Mar. 3 Arkansas 1:00 
Mar.8 Tennessee 1:00 
Mar. 10 @ Georgia 1:00 
Mar, 15 @ Miss. State 4:00 
Mar. 17 @ Ole Miss L:00 
Mar. 23 @ Columbia 11:00 
Mar. 29 @ Florida 1:30 
Mar. 31 @ South Carolina 1:00 
Apr.5 Kentucky 1:00 
Apr.7 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr. 13 Auburn 1:00 


Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr. 22 @ Knoxville 

May 12- NCAA Regionals 

May 15 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 27 @ Athens 


All times central 


Men's Golf 


Date Event 

Feb. 9- Gator Invitational 
Feb. 10 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 18- Matlock Collegiate 
Feb. 19 @ Lakeland, Fla. 
Mar. 8- UNLY Invitational 
Mar. 10 @Las Vegas 

Mar. 15- Conrad Rehling Invit. 
Mar. 17 @ Capstone Club 
Apr. 19- SEC Championships 
Apr. 21 @ Sea Island, Ga. 
May 16- NCAA Regionals 
May 18 @ Atlanta 

May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1  @ Columbus, Ohio 


Women’s Tennis 


Daie Opponent Time 

Jan. 26 Louisiana Monroe9:00 

Jan. 26 Southern Miss = 2:00 

Feb. 1 Washington St. 10:00 
@ Seattle 

Feb, 3 @ Washington 10:00 

Feb.9 @ Houston 11:00 


Feb. 10 @ Rice Noon 
Feb. 19 Troy State 2:00 
Feb. 22 Middle Tennessee 2:00 
Feb, 24+ @ LSU 4:00 


Mar.3 @ Arkansas Noon 
Mar.8 @ Tennessee 5:00 


Mar. 10 Georgia 1:00 
Mar. 15 Mississippi St 1:00 
Mar. 17 Ole Miss 1:00 
Mar. 22 Coastal Carolina Noon 
Mar. 29 Florida 2;00 


Mar. 31 South Carolina 1:00 
Apr.5 @ Kentucky 1:00 
Apr.7 @ Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr. 12 @ UAB 2:00 
Apr. 14 @ Auburn Noon 
Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr. 2L @ Columbia, S.C. 

May 10- NCAA Regionals 

May 12 TBA 

May 16- NCAA Championships 
May 25 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 


All times central 


Women’s Golf 
Date Event 
Feb, 22- Florida Lady Gator 
Feb. 24 @ Gainesville 
Mar. 15- Lady Gamecock 
Mar. 17 @ Columbia, S.C. 
Mar. 22- Liz Murphey Classic 
Mar. 24 @ Athens, Ga. 
Apr. 5- LSU Invitational 
Apr.7 @ Baton Rouge, La. 
Apr. 19- SEC Championships 
Apr. 21 @ Athens, Ga. 
May 9- NCAA Regional 
May 11 TBA 
May 21- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ Seattle, Wash. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. 16 SEC Challenge 

@ Starkville, Miss. 
Mar. 21- Alabama Relays 


Mar, 29- Raleigh Relays 
Mar. 30 @ Raleigh, N.C. 
Mar. 29- Stanford Invite 
Mar. 30 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 


Apt.6 Texas Relays 
@ Austin, Texas 
Apr.6 Spec Townes Relay 


@ Athens, Ga. 
Apr. 13. Sea Ray Relays 
@ Knoxville 


Date Event 
Apr. 20 LSU Invit. 
Apr. 20. Sac Relays 

@ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr. 25- Penn Relays 
Apr.27 @ Philadelphia 
May L0- SEC Championships 
May 13 @ Starkville 
May 17- Reebok Invitational 
May 18 @ Atlanta 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1  @ Baton Rouge 
Jiine 20- USATF Championships 
June 23. @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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The Crmon Tide ; 
Tailgate Collection 


16 02. Travel Mugs 

This set of Stainless Steel Travel 
Mugs feature the Crimson Tide 
logo on one side and the 
school name on the other. 
Includes double wall insula- 
tion, and a snug drink-through 
removable lid. Fits most car 
cup holders. 5 '/s" High. 

Sold as a set of two. 


Quad 1 


Fleece on the inside and 
water-repellent nylon on 
the outside. It’s a tote 

bag, a seat cushion, 
unzips into a poncho 
and spreads into a 
48 x 96 blanket. 


13 02. 
Coffee Mugs 


This set of Stainless 
Steel Coffee Mugs 
feature durable 
plastic inner lining 
for insulation and 


Coolers 

This set of 

Stainless Steel 

Can Coolers 

feature a foam 

lining and a 

padded scratch- 

proof bottom. 

Crimson Tide logo on one side and 
the school name on the other. 4" High. Sold 
as a set of two. 


This chair is ultra light and 
ultra comfortable. Three 
reclining positions. Won't 
rust and is made with stain 
resistant washable fabric. 


3/4 Liter 
Thermos 


This Stainless 
Steel thermos 
features double 
wall construction 
to keep liquids 
the perfect tem- 
perature. 

11" High. 


Ultra Light 
Tailgate Chair 


Ultra light, ultra strong and 
ultra comfortable with a rust 


padded scratch 

proof bottoms. Crimson 

Tide logo on one side and 

the school name on the other. 

4 3/s" High. Sold as a set of two. 


3 Sp SY 
ry 


proof frame, stain resistant fabric, five reclining positions, and built in 


drink holders. Won't sink in the sand and angled rubber feet for maxi- 
mum grip on a slippery deck. Tumbler not included. 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 1-800-713-2261 
OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: BAMA MAGAZINE, 
P.O. BOX 866104, TUSCALOOSA, AL 35486 
Cost Ea. Total 
$59.99 
$29.99 
$23.00 


Ultra Light Chair 

Sand Chair 

Stainless Coffee Mug (Set of 2) 

Stainless Thermos 

Stainless Travel Mug (Set of 2) 

Stainless Can Cooler (Set of 2) 

Quad 1 

Shipping & Handling (*see below) 

Alabama Residents Add 8% Sales Tax .....:cssesesseeseeeeeee 
GRAND TOTAL $ 


C) My check or money order payable to BAMA MAGAZINE is enclosed 


QC) Charge to my: — 

0 visa O Mastercard eae S$ 
CARD NO. 
NAME CITY 
ADDRESS ZIP 
SIGNATURE 


EXPIRATION DATE 


PHONE 
GIFT FROM 


*Add shipping and handling charges to each order as follows: Up to $25 add 65.95, 
$25.01 to $45 add $8.95, $45.01 to $60 add $10.95, $60.01 to $90 add $12.95, 
$90.01 to $125 add $15.95, $125.01 to $150 add $19.99, over $150 add $24.99. 
Allow 1-2 weeks for delivery - Continental U.S. Only. 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
‘The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Inside acid In Grimson Tide Football. Not just The Headlines. 


get the facts and f 


also get the story behind the 


story. We profile the stars - 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 
and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Prease SEnp Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Ont $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $. for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- 


dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order, 
O payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 


“BAMA Magazine 
O Mastercard PO. Box 866104 
OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


Bank Card# Exp. Date__ 


Signature 


Please Print 
To: (Name) 


(Address) 


Cy) tal Zip 


Daytime Phone Number. New Subscription, Renewal_ 


If This Is A Gift, 
Gift From: (Name) 


(Address), 
(City) 


Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 
1-800-713-2261. 


